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a SWINDON UNITED GAS COMPANY ° => 


~ = Order Received 26 April 1946 =, 
. Gasmaking Commenced oth mtg 1948 -~ — 
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W. JENKINS & CO. LTD. RETFORD, NOTTS. ‘Phone : RETFORD 131 
London Office : 28 VICTORIA ST., LONDON, S.W.1!. ‘Phone : ABBey 1778 
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& ENGINEERING 


COMPANY —* — LIMITED 





% 











Designers and Suppliers of 
SPECIAL Mechanical Handling Plant 
for Conveying, Storing and Reclaim- 
ing Bulk Material. 


Side Discharge Wagon Tippler handling 
12 ton Wagons (S. & H. System). 


Proposals prepared to meet individual requirements. 


HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1 















Phone 
Grams : 








Chancery 8521-8522 
Deessee, Holb. London. 


14-18 
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HIGH SPEED, VERTICAL : a oe 
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RECIPROCATING TYPE oy Se 












For pressures up to 100 Ib. per sq. inch 





Automatic Control, Forced Lubrication ; , aia } 
Basy Accessibility to working parts, ee See ame { 
Perfect Balance. , nm i { 
. 


Can be supplied driven by steam, gas engine, y ———— = be 
electric motor or belt. ivf — ere ' i) 
Alarge number supplied to Gas ‘|. taas> 
Works, Coke Ovens, etc. \ : ede 


| i 3 








THE BRYAN DIO} NI Gi CLO hn EDP 


Beieo lf eRFIELD 


Gas Gas 














Valves, Governers 





Also Manufacturers of Exhausting Plants, and Regulators 
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Water or Steam Pipes under 
high or low pressure. 


J [} 2 er’ fe cl Cuts costs by as much as 60 per cent. GAZOVAP is the mastic SULVER for the same uses 


compound with everlasting properties. It neither drips from | Rep et cs ag, Com 
Sold in tins, 1 Ib., 2 Ibs., 28 Ibs, | Pipework under application, or sets under any conditions. It and Hotel plumbing. 
” = * 3 


56 Ibs., 1 cwt. Full particulars facilitates the dismantling of old installations and is clean to use. GRAPHITE for special 
7 work on the highest press- 


and prices fer delivery ex stock GAZOVAP has passed all tests applied to it, and is no more ures, whether, Gas, Air, 
rom the Manufacturers : expensive than inferior jointing compounds. Water or Steam. 


WITKIN REYNOLDS & CO. LTD. =“ SREEN Lanes 


Manufacturing Specialists in Industrial Lubricants and Jointing Compounds LONDON - N.4 
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GAS 


/PROTECTION. 


against abrasion 


Gunite—concrete applied by air pressure— 
has numerous applications where its great 
density and extreme adhesion have parti- 
cular value. 
For lining coal bunkers and steel 
chimneys it is an ideal material, possess- 
ing great resistance to corrosion and pro- 
-  tecting steel-work from the abrasive action 
of the raw coal. 
For repairing reinforced concrete 
it has particular merit, as, due to the method 
of application, a uniform density and adher- 
ence is obtained in whatever place the 
Gunite is applied, thus overcoming the 
common fault with hand-placed methods 


CONCRETE PROOFING 


co. LTD. 
1OO0- VICTORIA ST-S-W:I 


’Phone: Victoria 7877 & 6275 
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Elevator 
replacement 


Buckets 


| Just tie on a label and 


SEND IT TO US! 


We have ___specia- ANY TYPE 
lised for many years 
in producing 
elevator bucket re- 
placements. | What- 
ever type you use, 
Wwe can guarantee 
exact duplication at 
the right price and 
in good time. 


PRICE RIGHT 
QUALITY RIGHT 
DUPLICATION 
PERFECT 


Patents Granted or Pending 


JOHN INGHAM & 
MIDDLESTOWN, 


Tel.: 


SONS. LTD. 
WAKEFIELD 


Horbury 49/50 
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Constructional view of a large capacity 
12 bay Whessoe Static Scrubber for 
ammonia extraction, supplied to the 


South Metropolitan Gas Company. 


FEATURES 
Wooden grid filling, providing a washing surface with a 
high degree of sub-division and uniformity. 


Adequate irrigation of this filling by means of high 
efficiency mono-bloc centrifugal pumps, providing the 
simplest and most reliable method of liquid recirculation. 


Guaranteed performance, not merely of ammonia or 
naphthalene removal, but of corresponding enrichment of 
washing medium. 


HESSOE 


OARLINGTON 


WHESSOE LIMITED DARLINGTON 


‘3 ANDO ¥V R kK AR Ni N Ei DARLING ON 5234 
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Staveley pipesall over the country. n pENHTAG. 
The water, gas and sewage pipe a : xelephone 

systems do not need to depart N. EMBERS. ent DO - in iS _ m mae ia 

very far from the time-tested 

practice of the past ten years. 


Staveley pipes and ‘‘specials”’ 
still serve new communities as 
they have served the old. There 
is a department at Staveley spec- 
ially to helptin'devisingJeconomical 
and efficient pipejlayout -;whyfnot 
make use of it? 


TAV ELEY 


SAND & METAL SPUN PIPES 


me 6c Aes 6 OCC. 6hCUGCUIRON CC O.. SOLD, CHESTERFIELD 


quges 


y Grant of Edinburgh 


Ex stock delivery. Brass-mounted 
double-column gauges of the type 
illustrated are stocked in.the popular 
sizes for immediate delivery. 


Batteries of special gauges can be 


supplied to customers’ own 
specifications. 


Battery of 30-in. Double Column Gauges 
on polished mahogany backboard. 


Gas Meter Manufacturers 
and at 27 Stockport Rd. MANCHESTER 10 © Saniechiekina’ EDINBURGH 
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be sure of complete protection. 


faces of gasholders and similar 
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LINGWOOD BUI 


t, and you can 
There is a BITULAC Product to deal with every 


corrosion problem. Write for further details. 


,it for all sur 


-_~ 


as well as to the action of acids and gas. You can 


protect YOUR plant against all these attacks by the 


to attack by rust and corrosion due to the elements, 
use of BITULAC Gasholder Paint. 


Gasholders and other Gas Works plant are exposed 


Use 
plan 


= 
= 
x 
© 
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~ 
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« & 


LTD. : €QE 


ANTI-CORROSIVE PAINTS 
PREVENT RUST & CORROSION 


BITULAC 


: fava af ; ‘Sees 
jG, 
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The demand for a cooker 
with a large oven has 
long been known to the 
gas ‘industry and the “31” gas cooker has been 
specifically designed to meet that demand. 
Embodying an 18” oven, built on neat lines, the 
**31”’ has many practical features which bear 
evidence of extensive research and planning— 





planning which has been governed by the three 
most important qualities in gas cooker produc- 
tion—efficient working, ease of cleaning and 
good design. Available ifttwo finishes . Cream 
and Black enamel or Grey mottled enamel, with 
a choice of Folding Cover Top and Shelf as 
illustrated or with fixed Splashplate and single 
plate rack. 
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~:~ GENERAL GAS APPLIANCES LTD. 


Proprietors: Allied lronfounders Ltd. 


AUDENSHAW MANCHESTER 





GAS JOURNAL 





to 
see a bit of scale’ 





Before analysis and scientific treatment of boiler feed 
water became the almost standard practice it is today, 
the idea that scale protected metal from corrosion was 
often reflected in the words ‘I like to see a bit of scale’. 
Scale is—and always was—a potential danger. It 
causes the hot spots that can lead to burnt out tubes. 


A boiler starts life with clean tubes and drums; phos- 





phate conditioning of the feed water will maintain 
that scale-free condition. Albright & Wilson have 
produced a technical booklet, ‘Phosphates for Boiler 
Water Conditioning’, which gives full information on 
this important aspect of boiler operation and anyone 


interested in the subject is invited to write. for a copy. 


ALBRIGHT & WILSON 


Water Treatment Department 


49 PARK LANE, LONDON, W.1 - GRO. 1311 
Works: Oldbury and Widnes 
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ROOTS TYPE EXHAUSTERS 
BOOSTERS AND COMPRESSORS 


Reliable and highly efficient - Low running costs « Low initial 
cost - Simple construction - Capacities up to half-a-million 
cubic feet per hour + Pressures up to 8-lb per square inch 
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MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY OF BRITISH GAS INDUSTRIES 
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& WEST LTD 


lm 


We have a large quantity in stock 
ready for immediate delivery. The 
“Tooldom” open Sided Pipe Vice 
is efficient and easy-.to handle, as 


well as being handy. 


NICHOLSON = WEST LIDI 


REGISTE ‘ 
3-I5A GAOL LANE Telephone 
HALIFAX 3224 
HALIFAX Tooteon Telegrams: 
| MARK gm 


YORKSHIRE ‘TOOLS, HALIFAX” 








STEAM 


SHUNTING LOCOS 


needs we can supply 


the answer. 


ENQUIRIES INVITED FOR SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 


agnall 


LT D, 
CASTLE ENGINE WORKS 


St m@FieOoO KR D 


Tel STAFFORD 321/2 Teleg BAGNALL Phone STAFFORD 
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High-speed 
office boy! 


Business can’t start till the morning's mail is 
opened, and business isn’t done till the day’s 
letters are sealed and posted. If you have a 
large-sized post to handle and these jobs are 
being done by hand (and tongue!) there’s 
a bottle-neck in your organisation— even if 
it’s down among the juniors. Get rid of it! 
Get |.C.C. letter-opening and envelope-sealing 
machines installed. Open at speeds up to 
500 a minute, seal as fast as 150 a minute! 
That’s quick work and a saving of man-hours 
that quickly saves the cost of the machines. 


May we demonstrate in your own office? 


LETTER-OPENING AND 
ENVELOPE-SEALING MACHINES 


INTERNATIONAL COIN COUNTING MACHINE CO. 
LIMITED, ALEXANDRA ROAD, ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX 


Telephone : HOWARD 1886 Telegrams: Intercount, Enfield 
Makers of coin-counting, token-counting, letter-opening and envelope-sealing machines 


| 











Renwick, Wilton & Dobson, Ltd. 


ORE AND OXIDE DEPARTMENT, 
TORQUAY, 


Telephone : 2261 (8 lines). 
Telegrams : “ Renwick,” Torquay. 


Have much pleasure in offering you 
supplies of :— 

FIRST QUALITY 

HOME PRODUCED OXIDES 


and 


DUTCH/BELGIAN BOG ORES 





* Stocks of Dutch Bog Ore maintained on the South-West 
Coast 


* Analysis and price details on application 


* Prompt and efficient service 





PRECISION 


INSTRUMENTS 


Vie 


ACCURATE ECORDIN( 


INSTRUMENT Co 


(ARIC we | 
GARTH ROAD > LOWER MORDEN * SUR 
DERwent 2211-2-3 


ARIC WORKS 





May 26, 1948 GAS JOURNAL 


th-West 


CISION 
UMENTS 
E 


DURIE FOUNDRY, LEVEN, FIFE. 


HENRY BALFOUR & (0 LTD Leven 79. Foundry, Leven, Fife. 
a s ARTILLERY HOUSE, WESTMINSTER, LONDON, S.W.|!. 


ABBey 3639. Durifound, Sowest, London. 


C yf of lhe Kalfour Grow of Companies 
HENRY BALFOUR & CO. LTD. GEORGE SCOTT & SON (LONDON) LTD. 
ERNEST SCOTT & CO. LTD. ENAMELLED METAL PRODUCTS CORFORATION (1933) LTD. 
ET AOL IN AALS AS EE APIS Ee ERIN ERIC TEEN = RRR -DEL I OnE Gm eS RA ATES RTA 
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When ‘Standard? is 
above standard 


All 5 types are hot pressings with }” inlet B.S.P. Thread 


All five plug-in gas connectors in the Sugg range conform to standards in design 
and finish as stipulated by the gas industry — yet a Sugg product is different. The 
fine quality of the material used, the little extra care in machining, close limits that 
are made still closer, meticulous attention to finish ; all reflect a pride of craftsmanship 
not usually associated with bulk produced articles. This pride is justified by the 
many thousands of Sugg components issued from the Westminster factories each 
week. Early delivery is now a possibility. 


PLUG-IN GAS CONNECTORS 





May 26, 1948 GAS JOURNAL 


The SHUNTING DUMPER The SHUNTING TRACTOR 


The Muir-Hill 10B, Dumper with its instantaneous The economical way of handling wagons. No 
gravity tip, small turning circle, 3 cu. yds. capacity standing time to pay for. Full mobility. Tractive 


and reversible driving position (dua| capacity 100 tons on level rail. 
YOU ARE INVITED TO 


SEND FOR FULLY DES- c r f ‘ 
CRIPTIVE LITERATURE qually useful for trailers. 
Gj/69/40 


controls) is the ideal works runabout. 


E. BOYDELL & COMPANY LIMITED, MANCHESTER, 16 


Telephone: Trafford Park, 1641 LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, GLASGOW Telegrams : ‘Muirhil,’ Manchester 


THE WORLD’S BIG GEST DUMPER BUILDERS 


dm. EB. 84. }S] 
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FRONT ELEVATION 





Back ELEevarion. 


No 2 The above illustration shows a front and back elevation of Drakes Patented Upward 

Draughted Vertical Retort Setting and it will be readily seen that the controlling dampers 
are few in number, but which give the maximum ease of control to the Setting. Platforms are arranged 
at suitable levels for both inspection purposes and damper control. 


Telephone 


Telegrams : 
Halifax 4701 P.B.Ex 


Draketed, Halifax. 


\CONSTRUCTIONAL GAS ENGINEERS FOR A CENTURY 
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WHAT, NO 
PUMPHOUSE! 


No pumphouse ? No foundations ? All pipe- 
work underground? No driving shaft, 
bearings or gears to bother with? Loss of 
power is negligible? Nothing at the well- 
head ? No installation difficulties ? No priming 
needed ? No suction troubles? No noise ? 
No radio interference? No attention for 
upwards of 10,000 hours? What kind of 
pump is this ? 

The SUMO Submersible Pump is the pump 
for deep wells and boreholes. It’s pump and 
motor in one—one compact unit. Suspended 
by the rising main, fed by a single strong 
electric cable, the whole thing lives and works 
at the bottom of the well. 

SUMO Pumps are used to-day by water- 
works, gasworks, factories, hospitals, schools, 
Government Departments, railways, dairies, 
laundries, farms and private owners all over 
the country. There are models to cope with 
any output between 200 and 40,000 gallons 
per hour. Initial costs, running costs, main- 
tenance costs... all low. SUMO Sub- 
mersible Pumps have revolutionised water- 
pumping methods—and behind them is the 
hundred-year engineering name of Chance 
Brothers. 


SUMO PUMPS LTD 


(Proprietors Chance Brothers Ltd.) 


DEPT. KK, LIGHTHOUSE WORKS, SMETHWICK 40, 
Nr. BIRMINGHAM. ‘Phone: West Bromwich 1[05! 


ms : 
ed, Halifax. 
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The melting of Soft Metal Alloys 
is essentially one of relatively low 
temperature but requires a fast 
heat input to obtain maximum 
production. 


This heating must be well dis- 
. tributed to avoid hot spots which 
’ reduce pot life. 


This problem of heat balance has 
been carefully worked out in our 
Soft Metal Melting Furnaces. 


For fast and economical melting with low maintenance 


SIX PURIFIERS, EACH 50 FT. x 30 FT. x 8 FT., ERECTED IN THE MIDLANDS. - 


COMPLETE PURIFIER INSTALLATIONS. 
WITH BOXES IN C.I. OR ‘TD DONNINGTON, 
C. & W. WALKER, E™ we weruncron—sunots 


LONDON OFFICE: 70, VICTORIA STREET, S.W.1. *Phone: Victoria 5842. ’Grams: “ Fortress," Sowest, London. 


—_——"| 
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FON, 
SHROPS. 


opshire 
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POWERS SAMAS HOUSE 








IncrEAsED productivity has first call 
today on management energies—the aim 
is not only harder work, but more effective 
work. Unless recording—the pivot of any 
organisation —is fully efficient, it slows 
down the best efforts of the whole 
organisation. 

Powers Punched Card Accounting not only 


does every routine accounting operation 


Upon invitation and 
without obligation to 
you, full details of the 
Powers system will be 
provided for discussion 


* HOLBORN BARS 


GAS JOURNAL 





with mechanical rapidity, bu: costing in 


all its forms, recording, statistical analysing 
and all other similar operations essential 
to modern management, are performed 
with absolute accuracy. 

Powers methods can make each hour of 
the working day doubly effective—now is 
the appropriate time to consider their 


application to your own particular needs. 


POWERS-SAMAS 
ACCOUNTING 
MACHINES LTD. 






‘LONDON + E.C.I 
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GOVERNORS AND GOVERNING 


B. R. PARKINSON, M.I.Mech.E., Hon.M.Inst.Gas E. 
A study of pressure control for the Gas Engineer and student. 


Demy 8vo; 200 pp. ; 128 illustrations ; Tables and formule. 
Price 228. 6d. post free. 


* 
CARBONIZATION 


IN HORIZONTAL RETORTS 
G. M. GILL, 

M.1.C.E., M.I.Mech.E., M.Inst.Gas E., F.Inst.F. 
Invaluable to all who work in, or are responsible for the 
operation of, horizontal retort-houses. 

Price 3S. post free 


* 
NOTES ON FOREMANSHIP 


A handy digest of information on good supervision, written 
primarily for the Gas Industry, but equally useful to the 
Foremen, Supervisors and Inspectors of all public utilities. 
Post free 18. 6d. Quotation for quantities, 
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RETORT - HOUSE 
TECHNICAL CONTROL 


A. R. MYHILL, F.R.I.C. 
The work covers,in compact form, the operations which form 
the basis of the manufacture of coal gas in the retort-house, 
and is essentially for the gasworks chemist or technical retort- 
house superintendent. 
Demy 8vo ; 124 pp. 


Price 128. 6d. post free 
Quotations for 12 copies and over. 


* 


NOTES ON 
HIGH PRESSURE 
GAS MAIN CONSTRUCTION 
R. J. RESTALL, M.Inst.Gas E. 


Covers the varied problems relating to planning, surveying, 
laying and costing of both steel and cast-iron mains under a 
variety of circumstances and conditions. 


139 pp. illustrated with photographs and folding plates. 
Price 108. 6d. post free. 





WALTER KING, LTD. 
11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4 





E.C. & J. KEAY, LIMITEL 


CONSTRUCTIONAL ENGINEERS AND !IRONFOUNDERS, 


Head Office: 
6, Corporation St., 
BIRMINGHAM 


London Office : 
25, VICTORIA STREET, 
S.W 


Southampton 
* 21, PORTLAND STRE 


Specialists in TANKS, Steel or Cast-Iron, Riveted or Weldel™ 
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INCANDESCENT 


GAS FIRED 
FURNACES 





Bs 
IA STREET, 


eT HEAT CO. LTD. ge 


THE INCANDESC 


ALL ROAD ° SMETHWICK BIRMINGHAM 


CORNW 
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HE illustration shows 

the large new Tunnel 

Kiln at present under con- 

struction at our Manuel 

Works. When in pro- 

duction this kiln will give 

a substantial increase in 

, the output of “Nettle” 
at al (42/44% Alumina) Fire- 


JOHN G STEIN i iy Loni iia 


eee eo! O GE - SCOTLAND 


PROTECTION 


In Chemical Works, Refrigerating Plants, etc., the necessity 
for dealing with gas escapes and repair work calls for efficient 
protection of the men on the job. 


This is provided by3}the “PURETHA” Respirator, which is 
comfortable, efficient and simple. Its canisters are coloured 
according to the gas or group of gases against which they give pro- 
tection. Full mask and mouthpiece, nose-clip and goggle types. 


All other protective devices for the industrial worker also 
manufactured and supplied: Self-contained Breathing 
Apparatus, smoke-helmets, short-distance fresh-air apparatus, 
resuscitating apparatus, dust masks, protective clothing 
goggles, etc. 


ncrce, QLETROONMENEMOOIED | Telsrons: 


Siebe, Surbiton 


TOLWORTH, SURBITON, SURREY 
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A few bricks dropped 6u/...... 


.....What a stack of trouble ? 


A Ministry Fuel Engineer was called in 
to advise upon the operation of a boiler plant 
whose chimney was not drawing satisfactorily. 
On learning that the height of the stack had 
previously been reduced by 60 feet, the engineer 
had the base opened up. There, sure enough, 
was the cause of the trouble—a pile of old bricks 
that had been thoughtlessly dropped down 
inside the chimney by the steeplejack, thus 
reducing the draught practically to nil! Once 
the rubble was cleared away the plant functioned 
perfectly, and has ever since. 


Here even Homer might well have nodded, 
but you’d be surprised how often it happens 


REGION ADDRESS 
Northern 
North-Eastern 
North-Midland 
Eastern 


YOUR 
‘REGIONAL 
FUEL 
OFFICE 


London 
South-Eastern 


South-Western 
Midland 
North-Western 
Scotland 
Scotland 
Scotland 


ISSUED 


Government Buildings, Ponteland Road, Newcastle-on- Tyne, 5 
Century House, .South Parade, Leeds, 1 

Castle Gate House, Castle Gate, Nottingham 

Shaftesbury Road, Brooklands Avenue, Cambridge 

Mill House, 87/89, Shaftesbury Avenue, W.1 

95, High Street, Rochester 

Whiteknights, Earley, Reading 

27, Newport Road, Cardiff 

12/14, Apsley Road, Clifton, Bristol, 8 

Temporary Office Buildings, Hagley Road West, Birmingham, 17 
Burton Road, West Didsbury, Manchester, 20 

145, St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, C.2 

51, Cockburn Street, Edinburgh, 1 

1, Overgate, Dundee 


THE MINISTRY OF FUEL 


that quite an obvious cause of trouble in a factory 
escapes the management’s eye. 


No matter how confident you feel about 
things, you will be wise to ask the Ministry’s 
Fuel Engineer to have a look round. He has 
had a great deal of practical experience and 
will be able to appreciate your difficulties; but 
at the same time he brings a completely fresh 
and unprejudiced mind to bear on your prob- 
lems. If he has any suggestions to make, you 
can be sure that they will be sound ones. If 
he has none, you will gain added confidence 
from the knowledge that you are making the 
best of a good job. 


TELEPHONE 


Newcastle 2813! 
Leeds 30611! 
Nottingham 46216 
Cambridge 56268 
Gerrard 9700 
Chatham 3487 
Reading 61491 
Cardiff 9234 
Bristol 38223 
Bearwood 307! 
Didsbury 5180-4 
Glasgow City 7636 
Edinburgh 3488: 
Dundee 2179 


AND POWER 
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ANDSOME IS AS HANDSOME DOES 


A neat and efficient installation — a Cochran ‘‘Sinuflo” Town’s Gas-Fired Boiler 

1' 9 dia. x 6' 6” high x 120 Ibs./sq. in. working pressure for a duty of 190 Ibs. 

of steam per hour from feed at 60°F, supplying steam to a disinfestor and sterilising 

apparatus at a London Hospital. Fitted with ‘‘ Thermofeed ” regulator, steam pressure 
regulator and flame failure thermostat. 


c Oo C H R_ A 


COCHRAN & ©. ANNAN LTD., ANNAN, SCOTLAND AND 34, VICTORIA STREET, LONDON,  S.W 
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Like the sun, Bratt Colbran Overhead Radiant Heaters radiate their heat downwards, providing a 


Overhead radiant heating by gas 


\ 
\ 


comfortable temperature that is invigorating and free of stuffiness. They are also: ECONOMICAL— 
they direct unobstructed heat where it is wanted and only when it is wanted. QUICK IN ACTION—they 
can be switched on and off instantly under individual, grouped or thermostatic control. EFFECTIVE— 
they can be arranged to give even or directional heat distribution, which quickly gives a measure of 
comfort even at a low air temperature. Radiant heat is particularly effective in semi-open buildings. 
SAFE—they are out of reach of accidental contact. SPACE-SA VING—they can be suspended from roof, 
wall or cross-beam. CONVENIENT—they can be installed quickly and economically, without interfering 


with the use of the building. SIMPLE—once installed they are good for years with minimum maintenance. 


There are four designs of 
Overhead Radiant Heater: 
the Luminous Panel Heater 
(above), the Wedge, the Bowl, 
and Wall Heaters (shown 
below). All are noiseless and 
each has its own special 
advantages. Between them 
they solve the heating problems 
for a wide range of new and 
existing buildings: factories, 
workshops, churches, public 
halls, schools, restaurants, 
shops, stores, offices. 


Consult your local gas undertaking, or write B t t C lb 
for technical advice on installation to: r a O r an 
WEDGE PA TTERN PIONEERS IN OVERHEAD RADIANT HEATING 


. 


BRATT COLBRAN LIMITED 10 MORTIMER STREET LONDON WI. TEL: MUS. 9411 & 9311 (7 LINES) 
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Yes, that's it f 


THE WILSON PREPAYMENT METER 


@) The coin is put in 
this single slot 
but we will explain 
further. 


The handleis turned in aclock- 
wise direction and ,,payment 
in advance” is effected. 


® This is the two coin optio- 
nal attachment of extreme 
simplicity, proved design 
and robust construction. 


@ That is the Wilson Com- 
pensating Cam. 


@) This is the Cash Box, de- 
signed to hold over 500 
pennies for the D.1 meter. 


GEORGE WILSON GAS METERS LTD. 


COVENTRY - LONDON - MANCHESTER - BLACKPOOL - LEEDS 
JARROW - WOLVERHAMPTON 
COVENTRY 88655 
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Installations for Production 
of 
Carburetted Water Gas 


Blue Water Gas 
Producer Gas 
Special Gas for Synthetic Processes 
Hydrogen 
Ancillary Plant 
: for 
Waste Heat Steam Production; 


Gas Cooling & Cleaning; Fuel Handling & Charging; 
Ash & Dust Disposal; etc. 


Humglas House, Telephone: 

fea 6 Victoria 3961 (six lines) 
Carlisle Place, ;~ a3 Cision 
London, S.W.1. .  Humglas, Sowest, London.’’ 


Established 1892 
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Apart from having a 
Mechanical Oiling device 
incorporated, these 
Meters can be fitted with 
The TOTTENHAM Maxi- 
mum Demand Recorder 
also Alternative Rate 
Indexes (Day or Night). 


nO a OO | LONDON N:18 BRANCHES 


THREE UNITS 
BECOME SIX 


That is what happened at the works of | 

a large manufacturer where a small 

Parkinson & Cowan Gas Infra-Red Paint 

Drying tunnel was installed for drying 

gutters for prefabricated houses. It was 

soon extended to take a variety of other 

parts for the houses. We can install up to = 

a dozen 3-ft. units in line, and the com- Ash for perticulers from: 


pleted assembly is always available to be 
broken down to small units if the flow PARKINSON & COWAN (GAS METERS) LTD. 


of production in the factory is changed. Engineering Division, Cottage Lane Works, City Road, London, E.Cl 
Telephone : CLErkenwell 1766 
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THE GAS RESEARCH BOARD 


N our columns last week we discussed specifically some 
| of the work on which the Gas Research Board is at 

present engaged. To-day we would like to take a glimpse 
at the work in a more general manner. Investigations under- 
taken by the Board, with present arrangements, come under 
review, once at the autumn research meeting of the Institution 
of Gas Engineers and once at the annual meeting of the 
Board. It is open to argument that this is unnecessary 
duplication. Much of the information contained in the 
Director’s report, for example, has been common knowledge 
for some time, thanks to the papers presented at the Autumn 
meeting. It is not easy to obtain papers suitable for a 
“research” meeting without asking the staff of the Gas 
Research Board to prepare a high proportion of them, though 
this position may conceivably be changed when the Area 
Boards begin to function smoothly, since each of these Boards 
may well have problems and achievements that it will wish 
to bring forward. ‘With the very large number of meetings 
that informed technical men must attend—and it will be 
understood that these meetings are not confined to gas events 
~anything that will cut down their number will be welcomed. 
The strain on those who have to prepare papers is consider- 
able, and often they would be better engaged in more produc- 
tive work. Would it be in the general interest if the annual 
general meeting of the Gas Research Board and the autumn 
meeting of the Institution coincided? 

It may be argued that the Gas Research Board, being 
owned and directed by the Gas Council, will not need to have 
an annual general meeting after next year. This argument 
seems to be in favour of the suggestion that is here made, 
since the gas industry should receive an annual account from 
the Board of its activities, in order that it may be kept 
informed. We hope there will be no suggestion that the 
research work should be conducted in private under 
nationalization. It is of the first importance that every gas 
engineer shall be fully apprised of what is afoot. The point 
We raise may have a bearing on the inter-relationship between 
the Institution of Gas Engineers and the Gas Council, but we 
cannot conceive of any other future than one of happy 
collaboration between the professional and administrative 
sides of the industry. 

_ The Gas Research Board is getting into its stride. It was 
inevitable that in its early years, with no organization to 
Speak of, with limited staff, it should be feeling its way. 
The initial start seemed to be too highly concentrated on 
long-range work, though from many angles that attitude could 
be justified. There are research men working for private 
companies—both gas undertakings and members of the 
Society of British Gas Industries—who_can deal with day-to- 
day problems. The view was taken, quite properly, there- 
fore that it was the duty of the Board to deal with problems 
that no one else would touch. Had the early work resulted 
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in the successful development of the gasification process, that 
policy would have been continued in all probability ; nothing 
succeeds like success. But, conversely, nothing daunts the 
doubting like difficulties, and when it became evident that 
success was not just round the corner, the cry went up that 
the work of the Board should be made more practical. Our 
view is that both types of research must be undertaken in 
suitable proportions, adjusted as circumstances dictate. The 
effect of changes in policy during the past year has been 
to balance the type of work done so that while the long-range 
work continues, work of immediate practical significance is 
being undertaken over an increasing field. Examples of this 
are to be found in the work on the size grading of coke, 
on gas purification, on corrosion of water-cooled condenser 
tubes, and the extension of the work already done by the 
N.P.L. on wind stresses on gasholders. The official justifica- 
tion for these researches (not that justification is needed) is 
that “in the execution of some of the shorter-term practical 
projects upon which the staff is now engaged a clearer view 
will be obtained of what are the longer-term requirements of 
the industry.” This presumably means that once the staff is 
zot into the way of thinking of the industry in practical 
terms, faster progress will be made on the practical side. 

Useful as the practical work will be in helping the prac- 
tising gas engineer, always with the proviso that he makes use 
of it, there is little doubt that the really important advances 
are likely to come from long-term work and fundamental 
researches. Work of immediate practical significance is 
likely to result in improvements in practice which, however 
valuable they may be to the works manager, the distribution 
superintendent, the appliance manufacturer, and others 
engaged in the day-to-day affairs of the industry, will yet 
almost inevitably be confined to advances of a minor nature 
along stereotyped lines. What is required is a complete 
break-away from tradition, with new ideas and new methods. 
The change in lighting technique from the flat-flame burner 
to the modern electrical daylight lighting is an example. The 
work of the Board on gasification and methane synthesis is 
another example wholly within the gas industry. The gas 
industry will only prosper as it secures new business. There 
is a curious feeling on the part of some younger people that 
the gas industry is old-fashioned. They do not know the 
facts, of course, but they will only be shaken out of their 
beliefs by the adoption of striking new ideas. Not all of 
these ideas will come from the research laboratory : many 
of the more striking of them are likely to be developed 
through men of vision who make new observations and can 
foresee the practical applications of their work. In another 
field, the development of the gas turbine has been an out- 
standing example, an example that may well revolutionize 
the whole field of fuels for the internal combustion engine. 
Only by pursuing fundamental and long-term research shall 
we have the chance of making parallel advances in the gas 
industry. 
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THE WALES MEETING | 


HE only cloud on the horizon at the 43rd Annual 

Meeting of the Wales and Monmouthshire Association 

of Gas Engineers and Managers at Prestatyn—a report of 
which is published in later pages of this issue—was the sense 
of apprehension as to the possible effects of nationalization 
on the holding of similar meetings in the future. It may be 
that the District Associations, while not able to continue 
on precisely the same basis as hitherto, will become local 
sections of the Institution of Gas Engineers, to which, indeed, 
they are already affiliated. Whatever the structure may be, 
there will, as the President of the Institution indicated, be 
no less need in the future than in the past for opportunities 
and platforms for the presentation and free discussion of 
papers; nor, we think, will the social side—which affords 
such opportunities for forming friendships and talking over 
problems in a purely informal atmosphere—necessarily dis- 
appear. : 

The welding into a single Association of north and south 
some four years ago was an even wiser move than was then 
realized, for it means that to-day there is a solid Association 
covering the whole of the same ground as the proposed 
Wales Area Board will cover. For the second time since the 
fusion took place, the Association has chosen a North Wales 
member as its President, and from what we know of Mr. H. 
Blythe and his work, both as Engineer and Manager of the 
Colwyn Bay Corporation Gas Department and as the North 
Wales Secretary of the Association, he will fill the office 
with no less distinction than any of his predecessors in the 
year when, presumably, the actual transfer of the industry 
to public ownership takes place. The Wales and Monmouth- 
shire Association has always been fortunate in the co- 
operation of the trading and manufacturing side of the 
industry, and because of that co-operation the task of revising 
the rules has not been easy. To preserve the high technical 
status of the Association, however, it has been wisely decided 
to restrict Associateship to “ persons not under 24 years of 
age who shall not be engaged with any trading or manu- 
facturing firm, except where such applicants for Associateship 
have already been accepted as Members, Associate Members, 
or Associates of the Institution of Gas Engineers ; or who 
possess technical qualifications or experience in allied 
industries which in the opinion of the Council merit special 
consideration.” The revised rule will keep out unqualified 
hawkers of unproved plant or appliances, and it will facilitate 
the transition of the Association to a local section of the 
Institution if and when such a change is decided upon. 


COKE, REFRACTORIES, AND STEEL 


A leader in The Times of May 1S referred to the relation 
between coke production and steel output in somewhat gloomy 
vein. Mention was made that plans to make blast furnace 
coke in ovens used to supply domestic coke are coming into 
effect, but there may be a shortage of the right kind of coal; 
and the question was put, should coal exports be increased or 
should home steel output be given first claim? At present, 
“‘ marginal” coals are being mixed with the best coking coals; 
the quality of coke is suffering; steel is indispensable for export 
and for the re-equipment of British industry. The steel industry, 
it was argued, should have first call on coking coal. There is 
another factor. The building of new coke ovens and the replace- 
ment of old ones is going to tax the makers of silica bricks 
far beyond their present capacity. It may be possible to get 
some silica bricks from Germany before Genman demand fully 
revives, but the main need must be met from home resources. 
The Times leader suggested that the glut of building bricks may 
make it possible to transfer some workers. It is important 
that action should be taken while there is still time. The silica 
brick position, which affects the gas industry just as much as 
it does the coke oven industry, and through the latter the steel 
industry, is one of seriousness. 


PETROL FROM COAL 


The mission appointed by the Ministry of Fuel and Power 
to study the technical information obtained from German syn- 


May 26, 1948 


thetic oil plants has come to the conclusion that production 
of petrol from coal in this country by either the hydrogenation 
or the Fischer process would be entirely uneconomical. The 
report of the mission, under the chairmanship of Major k. 
Gordon, of Imperial Chemical Industries, is obtainable from 
H.M. Stationery Office (10s.). It is stated that the cost of pro- 
ducing motor petrol from the Leuna plant, which had the 
advantage of operating on extremely cheap brown coal, was 
12.4d. a gallon at the pre-war rate of exchange, before providing 
any margin of profit—more than double the cost of imporied 
motor spirit. 

Oil made from coal by various processes reached the maxi- 
mum output of 5,000,000 tons a year (more than one-third 
of Germany’s oil supplies from all sources) in April, 1944, bu 
in the short space of four months allied bombing attacks reduced 
the flow of synthetic oil to a trickle of 120,000 tons a year. 
Hydrogenation was the biggest synthetic oil producer, and avia- 
tion petrol was the most important product. As this aviation 
fuel was based on coal hydrogenation, products had to be 
treated differently from the petrol used by the allies to achieve 
the desired engine performance. It was found that German 
development of petroleum refining processes and of the produc- 
tion of high octane aviation fuel lagged behind that of the allies. 


THE HEATING OF HOUSES 


In the “ JouRNAL” last September, we referred to the experi- 
ments of the Department of Scientific and Industrial heating 
and cooking equipment in 20 houses at Abbots Langley, near 
Watford, Herts, by the Building Research Station. During the 
first stage of the experiment the houses were unoccupied. The) 
were fully furnished, however, and were considered to be occupied 
by an imaginary family of a father, mother, and two children 
of school age. The heating and cooking requirements of the 
families were simulated by assistants who worked to a strict 
routine, drawing off specified amounts of hot water, lighting 
stoves and fires at the right times, operating the cookers for 
stated periods, so that in each house the same thing was going 
on from day to day. The first stage is now completed ani 
the houses have been occupied by tenants. As a heating season. 
the winter of 1947-48 was not so much of a disappointment a: 
might have been imagined. There was enough cold weather to 
show how the houses behave during a cold snap. One speciall; 
interesting time was a night in December when there was « 
sudden change from cold to much milder weather. In a grea 
many houses in Britain the walls streamed with water as the 
moisture jn the -warm air condensed on coming jnto contac! 
with the cold inside walls of houses. In the well-insulated experi- 
mental houses at Abbots Langley there was very little condensi- 
tion. In those fitted with open fires of pre-war types, there was 
a small amount of condensation on the walls which were no! 
directly warmed by the fires, but in the houses heated throughou! 
by modern appliances there was practically no condensation 
This was an excellent demonstration of the advantages of a well- 
insulated and well-heated house. A great amount of valuabie 
information was obtained during the winter; nearly 2,000 readings 
were collected from the site every day, including Sundays an! 
holidays, and by both day and night. The readings covered 
figures for such matters as the amount of fuel used (solid fuel 
gas, and electricity), temperatures in every room and other part 
of the house at half-hourly intervals day and night, hours 0! 
sunlight, outside shade temperatures throughout the 24 hours. 
direction and force of wind, rates of ventilation, and so on 
These figures are now being analyzed, a process that will las 
several months even though mechanical sorting and calculatin: 
machines are being used. When ready the results will be put 
lished, though this is unlikely to be before the late autumn. 


A Proposal that the staff of Middlesbrough Corporation s0 
showrooms should not work more than 38 hours a week is to & 
considered by the Corporation. The Gas Manager (Mr. J. \ 
Pallister) is to report on the matter. 


Mrs. W. M. B National Organizer of the Women’ 
Gas Council, visited Hawick branch last week when she outlined 
the work now being done by headquarters. Mr. Robert Cowie. 
who also spoke, detailed the latest developments in appliances 
many of which were actually shown at the meeting. An interest 
ing competition asked the women to decide which type of portablt 
fire was the most suitable from the customer’s viewpoint, the fir 
itself being the prize given to the successful competitor who mos 
accurately forecast the popular vote. 
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Personal 


In view of the rapid development of the Port Talbot Corpora- 
tion Gas Department, Mr. W. D. Rees, formerly Assistant Engi- 
neer, has been appointed by the Council as Deputy Engineer and 
Manager. 

* * * 


As reported in the “ JoURNAL ” at the time, Colonel H. C. SmitH 
was appointed Chairman of the National Joint Industrial Council 
for the Gas Industry in succession to Lord DUKESTON, on Nov. 5 
last. Lord Dukeston, whose death was reported last week, should 
therefore have been referred to as past Chairman. 

Oo” * * 


The Institution of Mechanical Engineers has awarded the 1947 
Thomas Bernard Hall Prize jointly to Mr. H. BIRCHALL, a Director 
of L.C.I. Dyestuffs Division, and Mr. G. F. Lake, now in charge 
of the Mechanical Engineering Research Section at Billingham. 
The paper which won the award describes a form of construction 
alternative to forging for high-pressure vessels. 

we ok * 


Sir ROBERT BURROWS, who became a Member of the National 
Coal Board on May 1, is to be the Chairman of a Committee 
which will take stock of the position reached in the development 
of the Board’s organization and advise the Board whether any 
improvements can be made. The Board has decided to draw the 
other members of the Committee from outside their number. They 
have accordingly invited Sir MARK HopGson and Sir CHARLES 
RENOLD, both of whom have agreed to serve. Sir Mark. Hodgson 
is General Secretary of the United Society of Boiler Makers and 
Iron and Steel Shipbuilders and President of the Confederation of 
Shipbuilding and Engineering Unions, from which posts he is 
shortly retiring, and Sir Charles Renold is Chairman of Renold 
and Coventry Chain Co., Ltd., and President of the British 
Institute of Management. 

* * * 


A dinner party of senior staff members and their wives was 
held at Newcastle, on May 19, in honour of Mr. F. C. WILLIs, 
Deputy. Engineer of the Newcastle-upon-Tyne & Gateshead Gas 
Company,-who has devoted 51 years to the Gas Industry. He was 
apprenticed to the Newcastle Company on Feb. 3, 1897, under Mr. 
W. Doig Gibb, then Chief Engineer. After eleven years he joined 
the Tynemouth Gas Company, and was appointed Assistant Engi- 
neer on Feb. 3, 1908. He succeeded the Chief Engineer, Mr. 
William Hardie (brother of the late Thos. Hardie), in 1918, as 
Engineer and Manager, which office he held until the Tynemouth 
Company was absorbed by the Newcastle Gas Company in 1928. 
He served as Deputy Engineer from 1928 to the date of his retire- 
ment on_Mar. 24 this: year. Besides his technical contributions 
to the Gas Industry, he was President of the North of England 
Gas Managers’ Association in 1921-22. On Mr. Willis’s retire- 
ment Mr. G. E. ANDERSON was appointed Chief Production Engi- 
neer, Mr. W. R. GARRETT becoming Chief Constructional Engineer. 

* * * 


Mr. THoMAS W. HarRPER has retired from the position of 
Manager of the Ayr Gas Company. The termination of Mr. 
Harper’s association with the Company, of which he became 
Manager in April, 1918, in succession to the late Mr. James 
Purves, was marked by a presentation from the Directors and 
staff. An outstanding feature of Mr. Harper’s term as Manager 
at Ayr is the great expansion in gas consumed. Comparison of 
the figures shows that in 1918 62,000,000 cu.ft. of gas were sold 
while sales for last year were 169,000,000 cu.ft. A native of 
Bonnyrigg, Midlothian, Mr. Harper’ started work with the Mid- 
lothian Coal Co., and then served his apprenticeship in gas en- 
gineering with Sir Wm. Arrol & Co., Ltd., Glasgow. Before 
going to Ayr he was with the Dundee Gas Department for 13 
years and later Manager of the Forfar Gas Department. He was 
appointed a Director of the Ayr Company in 1931, and retains 
his seat on the Board in a consultative capactiy. Mr. C. B. S. 
MIrcHELL, his successor at Ayr, is a native of Bangor, N. Ireland, 
Where his father was Gas Manager. He was appointed Assistant 
Manager at Ayr in December, 1945. He served his apprentice- 
ship with Wests Gas Improvement Co., Ltd., Manchester, and 
Went from there to Stirling and then to Dunfermline as Assistant 
Manager before going to Ayr. 


Obituary 
Mr. FLETCHER M. CarGILL, Director of the Lochgelly Gas Com- 


pany, Ltd., for many years, and well known in local business 
circles, has died, 





















* * * 

A Director of Stamford Gas Company since 1929 and Chair- 
man for the past two years, Alderman JAMEs S. Prior, of Stam- 
ford, has died at the age of 76. He was a well known local 
Public and business man and was Mayor of the town in 1931. 
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Letter to the Editor 


Co-Operation with Traders 


Dear Sir,—I have observed recently in the windows of co- 
operative stores, ironmongers, and plumbers’ shops a mixed selec- 
tion of gas appliances. My first reaction is a pleasant surprise 
that the appliances are not electrical, but on closer examination, 
which reveals the dubious character of some of these appliances, 
I feel that an important branch of service to the consumer is 
following a misdirected path. 

The attitude the gas industry should adopt towards plumbers, 
ironmongers, and the like is a matter of past and present con- 
troversy and the writer is aware that diverse views are held. At 
one extreme all appliances are sold and fixed by outside traders, 
which include quite reputable heating engineers, while at the 
other, the Gas Department or Company insists on a monopoly. 

I am of the opinion that provided approved appliances and 
approved standards of fittings are insisted on, district traders 
could become a great help in the drive to replace old cookers by 
new, as it is now evident that no cheap cooker of requisite stan- 
dard is going to be forthcoming for this purpose. 

At the present time the equation of “‘ demand equals supply ” 
is unbalanced due to the shortage of fitters and materials, and 
with a satisfactory arrangement between the gas industry and 
traders, the equation would balance by the natural tendency of a 
free market. 

What is a satisfactory arrangement? The writer suggests that 
an approved dealer is one who submits to 

1. An approved selling price. 

2. Selling only approved appliances. 

3. Allows the Gas Department 5% for an approval and test 

certificate for each installation. 

It has been said that the trader sells but the Gas Company 
maintains, but this point of view cannot be sustained where main- 
tenance is an exact science, and is a charge to the gas or to the 
consumer. 

With the facilities provided by Watson House the smallest 
undertakings could afford to have one man trained for the pur- 
pose of certifying installation and the scheme should make both 
traders and the public much more gas minded. 

In view of the approach of nationalization I believe that close 
co-operation should be established now. 

Yours faithfully, 
T. E. Parry, 


Gas Works, Engineer and General Manager, 
Cannock, Cannock District Gas Company. 
Staffs. 
May 21, 1948. 
Diary 
June 1.—Southern Association of Gas Engineers and Managers 


(Eastern District): County Meeting. All-day visit to 
the Dagenham Works of the Ford Motor Co., Ltd. 
3.—Solid Smokeless Fuels Federation : Executive Committee, 

11.30 a.m., The Dorchester, Park Lane, W.1. 
June 4.—North of England Gas Managers’ Association (Auxiliary 
Section): Annual Meeting, Redheugh Works, New- 
— and Gateshead Gas Company, 

.m. 


June 


5.—Scottish (Eastern) Junior Gas Association: Annual 
General .Meeting, Edinburgh. 

June 8.—Gas Engineers’ National Guild: Annual General Meet- 
ing, Friends House, London, 5 p.m. 

June 8-11.—Institution of Gas Engineers: 85th Annual General 
ere Friends House, Euston Road, London, 

June 9.—Women’s Gas Council: Annual Meeting, 

Central Hall, Westminster, 3 p.m. 


June 


General 


June 9.—National Benzole Association: Annual General Meet- 
ing, Wellington House, Buckingham Gate, S.W.1, 
3.30 p.m. 

June 18.—London and Southern Junior Gas Association : Annual 


General Meeting. Presidential Address, C. A. Deas. 
Gas Industry House, 7 p.m. 
19.—Scottish (Eastern) Junior Gas Association: Annual 
Outing, Fife. 
19.—Manchester District Junior Association of Gas Engi- 
neers : Ladies’ Day, Blackpool. 
19.—London and Southern Junior Gas Association : Ladies’ 
Day. Visit to Hatfield House as guests of the 
Tottenham and District Gas Company, preceded by 
lunch at the Cherry Tree Inn, Welwyn Garden City. 
June 23.—Western Junior Gas jiation : Summer Meeting and 
Ladies’ Day. Visit to the Letchworth Factory of 
Messrs. Ewart & Sons, Ltd. 
July 2.—Waverley Association of Gas Managers: Annual Meet- 
ing, Y.M.C.A. Hall, Edinburgh. 


June 
June 


June 
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CARDIFF GAS FOR 


A bulk supply of gas from the works’ of the Cardiff Gas Light 
and Coke Conipany to Newport (Mon) Gas Company was 
formally inaugurated on April 21. Mr. R. Wilson Bartlett, J.P.. 
D.L., F.S.A.A. (Chairman of the Newport Company), presided 
and was supported by Sir George Evetts (Deputy Chairman), 
Messrs. G. M. Gill and R. J. Auckland (Directors of Cardiff and 
Newport Undertakings), Messrs. C. O. Lloyd and R. S. Snelling 
(Directors of Newport Undertaking), Mr. R. H. Williams (Chair- 
man), Mr. C. C. L]. Williams (Deputy Chairman) and Messrs. L. E. 
Williams and L. C. Clay (Directors of the Cardiff Undertaking), 
Messrs. J. F. Rust and F. Boardman (the respective Engineers of 
the Newport and Cardiff Undertakings), Dr. F. H. Moore (repre- 
senting the Rt. Hon. Hugh Gaitskell, Minister of Fuel and Power), 
the Mayor of Newport, Alderman T. F. Mooney, Alderman 
George Williams (representing the Lord Mayor of Cardiff), Alder- 
man S. Jones (Chairman of the Monmouthshire County Council), 
Messrs. W. Boden and R. G. Saunders (Stanton Ironworks Com- 
pany), Mr. Paul Mangin and Lt.-Col. Vaughan Williams (Messrs. 
Whittaker Ellis, Ltd.) and many of the leading industrialists in the 
area, 


- 


Sir George Evetts, O.B.E., presents keys to R. Wilson Bartlett, 

J.P., D.L., Chairman of the Newport Gas Company, and R. H. 

Williams, J.P., Chairman of the Cardiff Gas Light and Coke 

Company, as a prelude to the inaugural ceremony. Also in the 
group are J. F. Rust and R. S. Snelling. 


The work of laying over 12 miles of 12-in. Stanton Wilson pipes 
commenced last August. The pipe line follows the main Cardiff 
to Newport road to the Bute Terrace Works of the Cardiff Gas 
Light & Coke Company. Until it is possible to erect a new two 
million cu.ft. gasholder, on a site already scheduled for that 
purpose at Mendalgief, Newport, the gas when it reaches Newport 
is governed down and supplied direct into the distribution system. 
The approximate cost of the main and ancillary works is £100,000. 

Opening the proceedings at the Valve Station, Castleton 
(approximately midway between Cardiff and Newport), Mr. Wilson 
Bartlett referred to the remarkable progress made by the Newport 
Company, last year’s sales of gas being approximately five times 
those of 1938. and although the wages paid are double and coal 
costs had increased nearly three times, Newport was one of the 
few companies claiming an average selling price lower than pre- 
war, namely, 7.19d. per therm against 11.77d. in 1938. The Cardiff 
supply would enable further development, and he had much 
pleasure in asking Mr. R. H. Williams, Chairman, Cardiff Gas 
Company, to turn on the valve which would make available an 
additional 1,000,000 cu.ft. per day to meet the growing demand 
of Newport’s industrial and domestic consumers. 

Before turning on the valve, Mr. R. H. Williams said that in 
view of the surprising increase in demand at Newport and Cardiff, 
the time could not be far distant when further supplies must be 
sought elsewhere. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. R. H. Williams was moved by Sir 
George Evetts and seconded by Mr. G. M. Gill. Sir George Evetts 
presented to Mr. Williams and Mr. Wilson Bartlett, Chairmen of 
the respective Companies, keys which would serve as mementoes 
of a unique occasion. 

At the subsequent luncheon Alderman S. Jones, J.P. (Chairman 
of the Monmouthshire County Council), proposing the toast of 
the City of Cardiff and the County Borough of Newport, said 
they had displayed a very friendly rivalry. Mentioning nationaliza- 
tion possibilities he said: “ You will have your compensation ; 
I know you will grouse, but there is no other way.” 
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NEWPORT 


The Mayor of Newport, in reply, spoke with pride of the New- 
port gas undertaking. 

Councillor George Williams, who also responded, said boundary 
extensions were dangerous matters to talk of in the presence of 
a County Council Chairman, and added, referring to ‘(Newport and 
Cardiff, “Shall we meet to part no more ?” 

Mr. J. F. Rust (Engineer, Newport Gas Company), proposing 
the toast of the Visitors, expressed thanks for the great assistance 
he had received in bringing the project to a speedy and successful 
conclusion. He was particularly grateful to Dr. Moore, who had 
made a.special journey from London to represent the Minister of 
Fuel and Power, Mr. Hugh Gaitskell, and to the Ministry for their 
co-operation. Through the other responder to the toast, Mr. 
Cc. C. LI. Williams, the Deputy Chairman of the Cardiff Gas 
Company, he wished to thank the Directors and Officials of the 
Cardiff Gas Company for their very ready help and assistance on 
all occasions and especially Mr. Frank Boardman, the Engineer, 
and his staff. In mentioning the names of the Cardiff City Engi- 
neer, the Newport Borough Engineer and the County Surveyor, 
Mr. Rust stated that he could assure these gentlemen that, though 
some people might not believe him, gas undertakings hated break- 
ing up their roads. He realized that as local authority officers 
responsible_ for the roads, they got all the kick from their 
Councillors and sometimes irrate letters appeared in the press. At 
the same time he felt that the man in the street did not always 
realize the importance of underground services—gas, electricity, 
water, sewer, telephone, &c.—in the everyday life of the com- 
munity and as an example the main they had just completed was 
silently—hour by hour throughout the day—bringing the equiva- 
lent of a hundred tons of coal and delivering it into the consumers 
houses without any further wear and tear to the surface of the 
roadways. He also wished to thank the Contractors, Whittaker 
Ellis, Ltd., the pipe manufacturers, Stanton Ironworks, Ltd., and 
finally, but not least, his own staff, particularly the Deputy Engi- 
neer, Mr. A. H. Dyer, M.Inst.Gas E., Mr. Crowley, and Messrs. 
F. Pemberton and C. Fou’weather for their special work. Mr. Rust 
also stated that the final test on the main had stood up to a 
pressure of 54 lb. per sq.in. for 374 hours and he wished to pay 
tribute to the efficiency of the Felton Tester, which had been used 
to test every joint, for its contribution to such a remarkable result 
on the final test. 


The Holmes Connersville meter installed at the Bute Terrace 
works of the Cardiff Gas Light and. Coke Company. Left te 
right are: R. J. Auckland (Director and Manager), F. Boardman 
(Engineer), R. H. Williams (Chairman, Cardiff Gas Light and 
Coke Company), J. F. Rust (Engineer), A. H. Dyer (Deputy 
Engineer, Newport Gas Company), H. T, Gilbert, H. S. Brown, 
and C. R. Monroe (Cardiff Gas Light and Coke Company). 


In response, Dr. Moore spoke of the lapse of a period of only 
15 days before Newport’s gas extension scheme was approved by 
the department in November, 1946. ‘“ We soon realized the 
demand existing there for gas for industrial purposes,” he added. 
He referred to the fact that Mr. Rust was Chairman of a Panel of 
Gas Engineers who were now preparing a Report for the Ministef 
of Fuel and Power for a gas grid for East Glamorgan and Mor 
mouthshire, and this main could be described as the first link in 
the chain. 

Mr. C. C. Ll. Williams, great grandson of a former Cardiff Ga‘ 
Company Chairman, also replied to the toast. He said they wer? 
filled with deep regret about the future change: ‘“ All we can 
hope is that our consumers will be served as well,” he remarked. 

Mr. Arthur Smith, President of the Newport Chamber of Con 
merce, thanked the Chairman; Mr. Bartlett suitably replied, and 
expressed his great pleasure at being given the presentation key 4! 
the earlier ceremony. 
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KING AND QUEEN AT THE B.LF. 


Pictured above are the stands of two famous manufacturers of pipes and tubular apparatus at the British Industries Fair. At 
the left is the indoor stand of the Stanton Ironworks Co., Ltd., at Castle Bromwich, which included two spun iron pipes 18 ft. 


in length with an internal diameter of 27 in. 
they are in regular production by the Company. 


These are the largest spun iron pipes ever manufactured in Great Britain, and 
On the right is the display by Wellington Tube Works, Ltd., who, in addition 


to exhibiting gas tubes and similar products, showed several Weldex heaters. 


The King and Queen honoured the gas industry by a special 
visit to the British Gas Council’s Stand at the British Industries 
Fair at Castle Bromwich. They were welcomed by Mr. Alex. W. 
Lee, Member of the Council’s Executive and General Manager 
of the Birmingham Gas Department: Councillor J. Seymour 
Brown, Chairman of the Birmingham Gas Committee; Mr. H. R. 
Hems, Member of the British Gas Council Industrial Develop- 
nent Committee and Manager of the City of Birmingham Indus- 
trial Gas Department; Mr. C. Warrenne, B.G.C. Exhibitions 
Officer, and Mr. Reginald S. Hinder, B.G.C. Press Officer. 


The Queen showed particular interest in a child’s toy pram 
beautifully finished in cream with chromium fittings. Mr. Hems 
explained that by the use of gas infra-red drying tunnels the 
enamel finish of this article was now dried in six minutes com- 
pared with the previous period of 40 minutes for a similar article. 


The King asked a number of questions about gas supply and 
wished to Know if enough could be made available to meet the 
demand. Mr. Hems explained that the demand for industrial 
gas had increased by 70% since before the war and there was 
difficulty in keeping pace with it in a number of industrial areas 
throughout the country. Their Majesties expressed amazement 
at the variety of uses to which gas could be put and showed 
great interest in a number of other exhibits, including headed 
bolts made from steel pins in a gas-fired automatic machine with 
‘oncentrated combustion burners; stair clips produced in a die- 





he Gas Light & Coke Company and the South Metropolitan Gas 

ompany were jointly responsible for the excellent by-product 

isplay pictured above. It was one of the attractions at the B.LF. 
at Olympia. 


casting machine on the stand; coloured art metal ware (dried by 
Bratt Colbran infred-red panels; files of all shapes and sizes in 
their export packings processed in gas-fired furnaces (operated by 
William Turner & Son Ltd., Sheffield), and parts of hair drying 
ee (stove enamelled by Parkinson & Cowan infra-red 
tunnel). 


SOUTHWOLD’S CENTENARY 


Southwold—the first East Coast town to have its streets gas 
lighted—has been served faithfully and well by the local gas com- 
pany for the past 100 years. The company of nearly 100, which 
attended the Southwold Gas Light Company’s centenary dinner on 
May I1, included directors, shareholders, staff and guests. The 
oldest shareholder, 85-year-old J. H. Troughton, and the youngest. 
9-year-old Antony May, were present. Most of the speakers 
referred regretfully to the passing of the undertaking from private 
enterprise to the wider realm of nationalization. 

The Company, which was “completely registered according to 
law” on May 11, 1848, with a capital of £1,200, has never experi- 
enced a strike or lock-out. It was on Sept. 21, 1848, that the 
Suffolk town’s stréets were first lighted by gas, and the under- 
taking has held the Borough Council’s public lighting contract ever 
since. 

Throughout its history, the Company has been controlled by 
local interests and it is probably one of the smallest concerns of 
its kind in the country to-day. At present, it has 11 miles of 
mains, 1,190 consumers, and 1,060 gas cookers in use. The first 
manager, who received 14s. a week, was Mr. B. G. Palmer; Mr. 
George Crick, the present Director, Engineer and Manager, was 
appointed Manager in 1906 from 113 applicants. 


Consumption has increased considerably during the 100 years. 
particularly during the past 50 years, as the following figures 
indicate :—1898 : 34 million cu.ft. produced : highest daily output. 
17,000 cu.ft. ; coal carbonized, 390 tons. 1947: 37 million cu.ft. 
produced ; highest daily output, 121,000 cu.ft.: coal carbonized. 
2,560 tons. Fifty years ago, coal cost 17s. 3d. a ton and coke 
17s. a ton; last year the price paid was 74s. 6d. a ton for coal and 
89s. 8d. a ton for unbroken coke. 


The capital of the Company was increased to £10,000 in 1903. 
In 1914, an 80,000 cu.ft. holder was built. In 1923 a coke- 
breaking plant was purchased, and in 1926, the capital was in- 
creased to £15,000. 


In 1929, an offer to purchase by the British Gas Light Company 
was declined by the shareholders. In 1935, the town’s street 
lighting was reorganized and three years’ later, modern showrooms 
were erected. Last year 5,000 44% debentures were issued, a 
similar number having been issued in 1935. Ten-inch mains are 
being substituted for 6-in. mains in some parts of the town at the 
present time ; 5-in. mains in another area were replaced by 10-in. 
mains in 1929. Most of the 110 shareholders are local people. 
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BRITISH GAS STAFF ASSOCIATION | 


NATIONALIZATION 


HE Annual Conference of the British Gas Staff Association 

{ was held on May 22, in the Hoare Memorial Hall, Church 

House, Great Smith Street—the same hall in which the 
House of Commons carried on during the war. The attendance 
was exceptionally large, 300 delegates being present, representing 
130 branches. 

In the course of his address, the Chairman of the National 
Council, Mr. W. E. Webb, J.P., described the year as one of excep- 
tional achievement in which they had seen the fruition of their 
endeavours. As a result of their efforts, there was now a national 
agreement for salary scales, and there could be no doubt that 
this national scale would ultimately prevail. He particularly 
wished to pay tribute to the Secretary and the National Organizer 
who, during the year, had made tremendous efforts. -The latter, 
Mr. H. J. Arnold, had succeeded in bringing in the remaining great 
London undertaking {the South Metropolitan Gas Company), 
which had persistently stood out. From the top of the organiza- 
tion to the bottom there had been loyal co-operation and members 
were seldom absent from the Council meetings. At present they 
had no offices or similar accommodation, but these would be 
obtained and when this was done, the whole organization could 
be congregated under one roof. 

Their relations with other trade unions were somewhat difficult 
to describe and while they were now free to recruit among other 
union members, it had been agreed that no derogatory propa- 
ganda would be issued against each other. 

Turning to nationalization, the Chairman remarked that its 
shadow hung over everything—over administration, over supply, 
and, in particular, over the British Gas Staff Association and the 
smaller organizations. To the members of the B.G.S.A., and to 
all the people engaged in the industry, he suggested that they 
should not think of nationalization as a matter of politics ; their 
guiding principle should be, “ What is best for the industry ?” 
Many, of course, would prefer to remain as they were. On the 
other hand, nationalization was vitally necessary in view of the 
hotchpotch in the gas industry up and down the country. He 
was staggered by the conditions prevailing in some of the smaller 
undertakings, and it must be remembered that owing to present-day 
prices due to the war, these undertakings would be unable to 
bring their organization and equipment up to date. He was con- 
vinced that if they had not had the present Socialist Government, 
they would have had nationalization in another form. The Hey- 
worth report clearly indicated that some great reorganization was 
necessary, and if a Conservative Government had been in-power 
to-day there would have been a regional organization. Obviously 
nationalization would be far better than any form of regionaliza- 
tion that had been proposed. In addition it would open up to 
the younger members a tremendous field of opportunity, while to 
the older members the advantages would be no less, pension rights 
applying throughout the country. 


The appointment of Mr. A. E. Sylvester as Chairman and Col. 
H. C. Smith as Deputy-Chairman showed excellent judgment, the 
former an ex-Governor of the Gas Light and CokeCompany and a 
man very well known in London for his administrative qualities, 
the latter an engineer of a very high order. If these were signs of 
the appointments likely to be made, it augured well for the future. 
The Association would give wholehearted co-operation to the 
Ministry of Fuel and Power, and when nationalization came, it 
would continue to give the same loyalty to the ‘interests of the 
industry as under private enterprise. Their slogan might well be 
that which began, “ Render unto Caesar... .” They might look 
forward with hope to harmonious relationships with the Ministry, 
and they had the assurance of Mr. Gaitskell that the trade unions 
concerned would be consulted at every step. That indicated their 
opportunity, and it was therefore up to them to see that the gas 
industry which had a fine reputation under private enterprise, 
had as fine a one under the State. 


Commenting on the annual report, the General Secretary, Mr. 
F. C. Henfrey-Smith, made particular reference to membership. 
Their ranks had been swelled by the addition of members from 
the South Metropolitan Gas Company and he extended a par- 
ticular welcome to these members at the conference. The total 
membership of the Association was now nearly 14,000 and repre- 
sented half the potential staff in the gas industry ; the increase in 
membership during the year was almost 25% and the number of 
branches had increased from 35 to 130. Under nationalization 
they would deal with one body, the Gas Council, and it was there- 
fore infinitely preferable that one organization should specialize 
in and cater for gas staffs. Nationalization had served to bring 
the B.G.S.A. into the limelight and it had been mentioned two or 
three times by the Standing Committee. 


The Chairman then introduced Mr. R. N. Quirk of the Gas 
Section, Ministry of Fuel and Power, who described himself as 
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one of the chaps whose job it was to nurse the Bill in the Ministry. 
The Bill, he said, was only the bare bones of nationalization ; the 
whole idea behind its construction was to leave the future of the 
industry wide open so that it could be worked out in detail as the 
occasion demanded. The industry would be in the hands of new 
Boards, a new Council, and people like themselves. The 12 Area 
Boards, each one covering a large part of the country, would 
absorb and replace the present gas undertakings. There were 
several interesting differences between this and the other 
nationalization schemes. Coal, railways, and electricity were 
under single Boards and the Area Boards were distribution Boards 
only. In the gas set-up the Area Boards were operating bodies 
which would own the gas-works and distribution systems and be 
independent financially. They might also be decentralized in 
their own area with the formation of Consultative Councils, one 
to every area, consisting partly of consumers. These Councils 
should not be looked upon as complaints bodies ; their Chaitmen 
would be members of the Boards for the areas in question, and 
this would enable the Board to sense the consumers’ feelings. He 
attached considerable importance to these Consultative Councils 
which would be in close touch with the consumers, for the industry 
was there to provide a good service and the high standard it had 
achieved in the past would, it was hoped, be further improved in 
the future. 

There were several important clauses in the Bill (54, 55, 56, and 
57) which were of particular interest to those present. Clause 54. 
which dealt with the establishment of machinery to settle term: 
and conditions of employment, really meant that the Gas Council 
had a duty—and that word was introduced into the Bill—to it 
employees. The underlying note in this and other sections of 
the Bill was that there should be no leading strings from White- 
hall and that they must work things out for themselves ; this 
Clause intimated that the new Boards were expected to be ideal 
employers. In other words, the Clause offered a statutory frame- 
work for decent arrangements at all levels. The next Clause, 55, 
was concerned with pensions and its theme was that no one should 
be placed in a worse position as a result of the new set-up. That 
covered not only agreements in writing, but also customary oblig:- 
tions. Clause 56 dealt with the co-partnership schemes which 
affected large numbers of workers throughout the country, and 
stated that they should be wound up, the assets distributed, and 
compensation paid for loss of rights. They had now introduced 
an amendment to the effect that if everyone wanted it, co-partner- 
ship could continue; the first few lines of the Clause had been 
altered so that existing schemes could be carried on for a year or 
so and the funds carried over and merged with the new. The 
Minister made a very full statement on the Government’s angle 
on co-partnership on May 11, stating that where it was wished to 
continue an existing scheme, the funds would not be dissipated at 
all. Clause 57 was a general clause concerning compensation to 
officers; in this case officers meant everyone. The Clause also 
applied to cases where a co-partnership scheme was wound up. 

Briefly then, their hope was to set up an organization mor 
conducive to efficient working on the one hand and well-being for 
employees on the other. In the preparation of the Bill they had 
had the benefit of the Heyworth Report and other authorities, and 
the finished job provided good prospects as a stimulating and 
worthwhile enterprise. 





HOME SERVICE CONFERENCE 


to the conference. The programme is as follows: 


Thursday, June 3.—2 p.m. Opening by J. R. W. Alexander. 
General Manager, British Gas uncil. 2.30 “Synthetic Deter 
gents” J. S. Meredith, B.Sc., F.R.LC., Shell Chemicals, Ltd: 
3.30 “Use of Visual Aids in teaching Nutrition” Mrs. Joa! 
Robins, Chief Home Service Adviser, Gas Light and Coke Con 
pany; 4.15 Tea; 4.30 Discussion of subjects submitted by Hom 
Service Advisers. 


Friday, June 4.—10 a.m. Discussion of subjects submitted >) 
Home Service Advisers; 12.30 p.m. Luncheon, Simpsons, Strané: 
2.15 Assembly at the Gas Light and Coke Company’s Demorst!*; 
tion Theatre, 178, Edgware Road; 2.30 “ Three ways of giving ‘ 
demonstration” Mrs. P. Macklin, Home Service Organizt 
Western. Division, Gas Light and Coke Company; 3.45 Tea; 4! 
Demonstration of Home Valeting, U. Bakkers, Ladies’ and Gent! 
men’s Tailor. 
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OF 


AND MANAGERS 
AT PRESTATYN 


Members and visitors at the Residential Golf House, Prestatyn. Left to right: J. R. Wood, Darrell W. Rees, F. Dupont, H. 
Blythe, Dr. W. T. K. Braunholtz, J. S. Smith, Dr. Harold Hartley, H. B. Kendrick, O. P. Cronshaw, H. Maycock, W. Clark 
Jackson, A Pickard, J. Powdrill, and E. M. Edwards. 


HE Forty-Third Annual Meeting of the Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire Association of Gas Engineers and Managers 
was held at the Residential Golf House, Prestatyn, 

North Wales, on May 13 and 14, under the Presidency of 
Mr. F. Dupont, Engineer and Manager of the Brecon Gas 
Company. It was the second occasion on which the Associa- 
tion had met in North Wales (at the same venue), and thanks 
to ideal weather and excellent organization the entire technical 
and social programme was an unqualified success. 

The first day was devoted to golf competitions on the Prestatyn 
Golf Club’s course and a bowls competition on the Municipal 
Bowling Green, rounded off with a dinner at which the trophies 
were presented, and then dancing and a social evening. The 
dinner speeches were confined to a very brief welcome to Dr. 
Harold Hartley, President of the Institution of Gas Engineers, 
and to Mr. S. J. D. Williams, President of the Midland Association 
of Gas Engineers and Managers, and to the announcement of the 
competition results by Mr. Darrell W. Rees, Secretary. Mrs. 
Dupont, wife of the President, presented the trophies, as follows : 

Upjohn Golf Cup, 18 holes, medal—Winner, G. Ewart, 96—24 
=72. Runner-up, C. Oswald, 82~9=73. Other scores: W. T. 
Newton, 91—16=75; J. Broad, 86—9=77; Darrell W. Rees, 
a ia W. A. Richardson, 100—21=79; A. Sadler, 90-11 

Friendly Four Ball Competition, 18 holes——Winners, Darrell W. 
Rees and G. Ewart, 79—14=65. Runners-up, F. Drake and 
C. Oswald, 81—94=714. Other scores: O. P. Cronshaw and 
J. §. Smith, 87--15=72; J. B. Clay and A. Sadler, 85—114=734; 
W. Newton and Blackhouse, 89-13=76; D. Rowlands and 
J. Broad, 88 — 84 =794. 

_ Bowls competition : Winner, E. W. King; runner-up, F. Worth- 
ington. 

Before Mrs. Dupont presented the trophies, Mr. Darrell Rees 
mentioned that there was a happy link with the donor of the 
Upjohn Cup in the presence that evening of Mrs. Richardson, 
who was a daughter of Mr. Upjohn. 


The Business Meeting 


_The business meeting was held in the Golf Club room on the 
Friday morning, and there was a very full attendance. 

The President started by welcoming the principal guests, among 
whom he mentioned Dr. Hartley, Mr. J. S. Smith, O.B.E., of the 
Ministry of Fuel and Power, Mr. J. W. Davies, Senior Regional 
Officer of the Ministry of Fuel and Power for Wales, Dr. W. T. K. 
Braunholtz, Secretary of the Institution of Gas Engineers, and 
Mr. S. J. D. Williams. - 

The » Mr. Darrell W. Rees, reported apologies for 
absence from Mr. R. Kelf-Cohen, Under-Secretary, Ministry of 
Fuel and Power, Dr. A. B. Badger, Manager of the Federation of 
Gas Employers, the Presidents and Secretaries of a number of the 


sister District Associations, Mr. A. J. Morris (Cheltenham), Mr. 
W. T. Kenshole (Merthyr Tydfil), and Mr. W. F. Edwards 
(Bridgend). 

The annual report, mainly a record of the activities of the 
Association at the May and September meetings last year, was read 
by Mr. Darrell Rees, who stated that the membership was now 
205, comprising 101 members, 98 associates, five honorary mem- 
bers, and one student member, a net decrease of one compared 
with the previous year. Sympathetic reference was made to the 
death of Mr. D. Muir, Junr., Mr. W. H. T. Johns, and Mr. 
P. S. Hoyte. The Council commended to members the advantages 
of the covenant arrangement in regard to subscriptions to the 
Benevolent Fund of the Institution of Gas Engineers. Finally, 
the report stated that the Council was closely watching the possi- 
bility of future changes involving the conversion of the Associa- 
tion into a District Association of the Institution of Gas Engineers. 
Members were assured that the Council would do ‘everything 
possible to safeguard their interests. Together with the report. 
Mr. Darrell Rees also presented the accounts. 

On the proposition of Mr. A. Pickard (Llanelly), seconded by 
Mr. D. E. West (Aberdare), the report and accounts were adopted. 

The Secretary’s formal report on the present state of the 
“Octavius Thomas” Memorial Fund was adopted on the motion 
of Mr. F. Drake, seconded by Mr. S. G. Meade. 

Presenting a similar report on the balance at present standing 
to the credit of the “H. D. Madden” Memorial Fund, the 
Secretary recalled that it was intended to utilize the Fund for the 
acquisition of a President’s badge. Owing to prevailing difficulties 
the design for the badge was still being awaited, but as soon as 
it was to hand it would be submitted to the Council. 

On the proposition of Mr. C. H. Davidson, seconded by Mr. 
T. F. Edwards, the report was adopted. 


Revision of Rules 


The President said that at the last meeting of the Association it 
was decided that the proposed revision of the rules relating to the 
admission of associates should be submitted to a postal ballot of 
the members, and he called on the Secretary to report the result. 

The Secretary reported that 25 members had voted in favour of 
the revision of the rule, which would therefore in future read as 
follows :— 

“ Associates shall be persons not under 24 years of age who 
shall not be engaged with any trading or manufacturing firm. 
except where such applicants for associateship have already been 
accepted as Members, Associate Members, or Associates of the 
Institution of Gas Engineers; or who possess technical qualifica- 
tions or experience in allied industries which in the opinion of the 
Council merit special consideration.” 

Fifteen members had voted for the deletion of the phrase 
relating to technical qualifications or experience in allied indus- 
tries. 
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On the motion of Mr. J. B. Clay, seconded by Mr. E. H. Clarry, 
the meeting confirmed the Council’s recommendation regarding 
the election of the following new member and associates :— 

Member: G. Fitton, B.Sc., Neath. 

Associates: A. W. H. Priestley (Birkdale) ; 
(Buckley, Flint); E. A. Smith (Bath); 
(Penarth). 


F. E. Hanley 
R. M. N. Smithson 


Honorary Membership 


The Secretary also presented a recommendation from the 
Council that in view of his long and distinguished service to the 
gas industry Mr. W. Clark Jackson should be elected to Honorary 
Life Membership. 

The President said Mr. Clark Jackson and all he had done for 
the industry were too well known to the members to need any 
commendation from him, and he therefore formally proposed the 
adoption of the recommendation. 

Mr. E. M. Edwards (Port Talbot) seconded the proposition. He 
had, he said, commenced his service under Mr. Clark Jackson 
more than 30 years ago and he had been fortunate in maintaining 
close connexion with him throughout the whole of that period, 
and he hoped their friendship would endure for many more years. 
The greatest tribute that could be paid to him was the fact that 
there were 11 of his former pupils now occupying positions of 
prominence and importance in the gas industry. From as far 
back as he could remember he had always shown the keenest 
interest in encouraging juniors and all the members of the Junior 
Gas Association. So far as the District Association was con- 
cerned he was a Past-President. He had been very active and had 
submitted many valuable papers to the Association. He was a 
great gas engineer and his interest in the industry was typified 
by the work he had done for many years for the national bodies, 
now represented by the British Gas Council. Although he had 
now retired from ore office—that of Engineer and Manager of the 
Neath Corporation Gas Department—he was continuing his work 
for the Wales District of the British Gas Council. 

As all the members knew, Mr. Clark Jackson had taken a great 
interest in all matters affecting the gas industry in Wales, and 
during the critical days of the war he was Gas Engineering 
Adviser; in addition he had done valuable work for the gas 
industry as Coal Spokesman. One could speak at length on the 
great contribution he had made to the industry, but he preferred 
to think of him as a valued, loyal friend and colleague. Whenever 
a younger engineer was in difficulty he was always ready and 
willing to help him. 

Mr. O. P. Cronshaw (Rhyl) added a tribute from North Wales 
and said it was good to know that although Mr. Clark Jackson 
had retired from the Neath Gas Department his services were still 
to be at the disposal of the gas industry. 

Mr. W. Morland Fox, speaking for the Associates, said it would 
be a pleasure to see Mr. Clark Jackson elected to Honorary 
Membership. ; 

Mr. A. Pickard also supported the proposition, mainly on the 
ground of Mr. Clark Jackson’s great ‘work for the British Gas 
Council and his readiness at all times to extend a helping hand to 
younger men coming into the area. 

The proposition was carried with acclamation. 


Famous Men of the Past 


Mr. Clark Jackson said it was with mixed feelings that he 
accepted the honour. There was a tinge of regret at the passing 
of the years and if it were possible he would gladly swop the 
honour for a return to his early thirties. That being impossible, 
he gratefully accepted the decision of the meeting as an expression 
by the younger members of their appreciation and regard for him. 
In retrospect it seemed but a short time since he came as a young 
man himself into Wales, feeling eager, as all young men should 
feel, to make a name for himself in his career. Great friendship 
had been extended to him throughout his period of service in 
Wales. From the very beginning he was fortunate in coming 
into direct association with men like Mr. Kenshole, the father of 
the present General Manager at Merthyr Tydfil, and in making 
very happy and sincere friendships with the stalwarts of the older 
days—men like H. D. Madden, Octavius Thomas, and J. H. 
Canning. All those friends had given him a helping hand and in 
his own way he had endeavoured to fulfil his obligations by 
extending help to younger men coming into the district and taking 
up their careers. 

He had been very happy to see the Association extended to 
cover the whole of the Wales and Monmouthshire area. They 
had been strengthened considerably by the inclusion among their 
members of those keen and energetic gas engineers and friends 
who were originally in the North Wales section. The spirit of 
unity between North and South Wales had been further extended 
in recent years by the creation of one District of the British Gas 
Council for the whole area, and he felt the right thing had been 
done. He recalled a meeting at Colwyn Bay when people from 
the south tried to “sell” the idea of amalgamation to their 
northern friends. Many were keen; some came to criticize, but 
the result had been a success, and he did not think any of their 
northern friends could feel that they would be so happy if they 
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were treated as a tailpiece to some small corner of England. They 
were now a complete unity in Wales and Monmouthshire. To the 
best of his ability he would continue to assist the Association and 
take an active interest in its work and endeavour to help the 
younger members along as he had tried to do in the past. 


The New President 


The President reported that the Council recommended the elec- 
tion of Mr. H. Blythe (Colwyn Bay) as President for the ensuing 
year. In the ordinary course the Senior Vice-President, Mr, 
Darrell Rees (Pembroke) should have gone forward, but Mr. Rees 
was to continue for the time being to act as Secretary. The 
members knew Mr. Blythe very well, and he had the greatest 

Mr. Cronshaw seconded the 
pleasure in proposing his election. 
proposition and remarked that 
although it was only four years 
since north and south became 
completely united, Mr. Blythe 
would be the second President 
from the north. He had known 
Mr. Blythe for about 30 years and 
had worked very closely with 
him; in ‘fact they started their gas 
engineering careers together, and 
he could assure the members that 
he would worthily uphold the 
traditions of the Association. 

Mr. Blythe briefly returned 
thanks for his election and 
promised to do his best to justify 
the confidence they had placed in 
him. 

On the proposition of the President, seconded by Mr. Blythe, 
Mr. Darrell Rees was re-elected Senior Vice-President. On the 
motion of Mr. H. B. Kendrick (Conway), seconded by Mr. A. E. 
Pask (Monmouth), Mr. J. Powdrill (Pontypool) was elected Junior 
Vice-President. Mr. J. Wood (Bangor) and Mr. W. Clark Jackson 
were elected members of the Council. 

Mr. J. H. Canning was re-elected Treasurer and a message 0! 
good wishes was sent to him. Mr. Darrell Rees was re-elected 
Secretary, and Mr. W. F. Edwards (Bridgend) and Mr. H. B. 
Kendrick (Conway) were appointed Auditors. 

On the proposition of the President it was agreed to donate 
£15 15s. to the Benevolent Fund of the Institution of Gas Engineers 
—a decision which brought from Dr. Hartley, the President, 4 
brief expression of hearty thanks for the Association’s continued 
support of this most worthy cause. ‘ 

Mr. Cronshaw was appointed as District Member on_ the 
Council of the Institution. 


Presidential Address 


The President then delivered his Presidential Address, which 
was published in the “ JouRNAL” of May 19 (pp. 377-379). 

Mr. W. Clark Jackson proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Dupont! 
for an address based on the practical experiences of the Engineer 
and Manager engaged in what they termed a small undertaking. 
In the small undertaking, he said, the Engineer and Manager had 
to carry out himself a great deal more detailed work every da) 
than was the case in the larger undertaking, where the chief was 
in a position to pass so much of the work on to the technical 
members of his staff. Mr. Dupont, who had teen his first engi- 
neering pupil at Neath, had in his experience at Brecon put into 
his work and the onerous duties involved in the management of 4 
small undertaking a good deal of excellent service, and he had 
given not only to his Directors but to the community in general 3 
typical outlook on service and on the duties involved in providin: 
that service to a very high degree. They saw in Mr. Dupont } 
typical country gentleman. In his modesty he had not said any: 
thing about his results in 1947, but he could say that during the 
last financial year he had shown most excellent results—results 
which could only be obtained by the long view which was taken 
by Mr. Dupont when he was appointed. He would emphasiz 
that the long view which had been taken by so many engineer 
in Wales should receive very careful and sympathetic consideration 
by whoever might be appointed by the Government to carry on 
the take-over negotiations under nationalization. 

Directors, not only at Brecon but at many other places up and 
down the country, had been considerably criticized. When he firs! 
went on to the Board at Brecon he saw things were not ver! 
happy, and he remembered that one of his first proposals wa‘ 
that the Directors themselves should give wp some of thei! 
remuneration, which was not very high anyhow, and that the 
remuneration of the shareholders should also be cut. With the 
excellent support of Mr. Dupont they set about rebuilding the 
Company’s organization, both from the gas engineering point ° 
view and from the point of view of administration. They wet 
now out of the wood and although for 1947 they paid the sam: 
dividend as in 1946 they could have paid another 14% if. the) 
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had been permitted. It was always a joy to follow the progress 
of his old pupils, and Mr. Dupont was no exception. In his 
address he had given many sound practical hints to engineers and 
managers of small undertakings as to how, in spite of all difficul- 
ties. they might achieve outstanding success. 


An Interesting Relic 


Mr. H. Blythe seconded the vote of thanks and said the Presi- 
deni’s Address was typical of the man himself. He had drawn on 
his experiences and given a survey of the progress of his under- 
taking. As Mr. Clark Jackson had said, there was much to be 


admired in the way many of the small undertakings had been 
managed, particularly in the last few years when materials had 
been short and labour difficult to obtain. Brecon was no excep- 
tion, as could be seen in the address. He was interested in Mr. 
Dupont’s reference to the building which originally housed one 
of the gasholders. A few weeks ago he had the privilege of 
examining the structure, and it appeared to him—and it was 
confirmed by the date given in Mr. Dupont’s address—that it was 
one of Clegg’s original designs, of which he thought there were 
very few in this country to remind us of those very early days 
when Parliament insisted on gasholders being housed in buildings. 

Mr. A. Pickard, supporting the vote of thanks, said one matter 
which the address had brought out was the importance of a correct 
balance between the departments. The controller of a small 
undertaking must have a correct balance between manufacturing 
costs, distribution costs, and administration, and this was some- 
thing which the trainee on a small works must find invaluable to 
him in later life. Mr. Dupont had also referred to education. As 
Secretary of the District Education Committee he (Mr. 
Pickard) heard complaints of the inadequate educational facilities 
available in Wales and Monmouthshire. There was only one 
centre, Cardiff, where they could provide the education in gas 
engineering which would be required ultimately for the joint 
entrance examinations. The chief difficulty was that it was almost 
impossible to arrange courses unless they had a minimum number 
of students coming forward. All the technical colleges would be 
only too glad to give the necessary facilities if sufficient numbers 
of students were forthcoming. He appealed to chiefs of under- 
takings to give every possible encouragement to their juniors to 
come forward for their training and technical education. 

The President briefly acknowledged the vote of thanks. 

Mr. P. D. Kirkman was to have given a paper on “ The Distri- 
bution of Gas Coals and the Difficulties now being Encountered,” 
but the Secretary announced that although Mr. Kirkman was 
present, circumstances had arisen which rendered it impossible 
for the paper to be presented on that occasion. 

It was left to the President and Secretary to arrange the time 
and place of the next meeting of the Association. 


Luncheon Speeches 


The meeting was followed by the official luncheon at the 
Residential Golf House, to which the ladies were, as usual, 
invited. After the loyal toast Councillor Norman Stuart, J.P., 
Chairman of the Prestatyn Urban District Council, extended a 
hearty welcome to the Association and expressed the hope that it 
would not be long before the members came again. 

Dr. Harold Hartley, President of the Institution of Gas Engi- 
neers, proposed the toast of the ““ Wales and Monmouthshire Asso- 
ciation of Gas Engineers and Managers.” Reference had been 
made during the morning, he said, to the fact that north and south 
had been united for some three or four years. It was now known 
that gas affairs in the Principality were in future to be under one 
Area ‘Board, and the fact that they had one association of gas 
engineers and managers would be particularly helpful. Meetings 
of an association of this sort gave them the opportunity of dis- 
cussing the technical, professional, and educational matters in 
Which they were concerned. Professional institutions did, and he 
thought should, play a big part in the Jives of men who had a 
technical bent, such as they had. They provided opportunities for 
Meeting and exchanging ideas, and they also enabled them to 
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form friendships. During the year in which he had had the 
honour of being President of the Institution of Gas Engineers he 
had realized that aspect more than ever. The loyalty of the 
members of the Association and of the Institution to the gas 
industry as a whole was, he thought, very striking, and that fact 
was going to be of inestimable value to those who in the future 
would have the duty of managing the affairs of the Area Boards. 
Attending a meeting of a neighbouring District Association a few 
weeks ago he was struck by the fact that in the 80 years’ history 
of that Association there had been four cases in which father 
and son had been President. That was quite typical of the 


The circular wall of the gasholder 
heuse in stone, with the central rope 
whell still in position, in the yard 
of the Brecon Gas Company’s works. 
The slated roof has been blown off 
since the photograph was taken. The 
tank is now used as a tar and liquor 
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industry as a whole. Not only among technicians and employees. 
but also among the directors of the smaller and larger companies 
there were many cases where family tradition had persisted 
throughout a period of a century or more in which the industry 
had existed. 

It was well known that in the near future there were to be dis- 
cussions on the possibility of bringing about closer collaboration 
between the District Associations and the Institution. He hoped 
the underlying idea would commend itself to them. When inte- 
gration was effected it would be especially helpful if greater co- 
operation could be established between the districts and the central 
body. Under the present arrangements each of the District 
Associations appointed a representative to the Council of the 
Institution, and at each meeting of the Council the representative 
was asked whether he had anything to report. The annual meet- 
ings of the District Associations, the annual meeting of the Insti- 
tution, and the Autumn Meeting provided opportunities and a 
platform for the presentation of papers and the free discussion of 
those papers, but for the majority of the members, for one reason 
and another, there was no opportunity for taking a personal part 
in those proceedings, and the majority of the people in the indus- 
try had to rely on the reports published in the technical Press. He 
thought it was agreed generally that the technical Press served 
them very well, but if arrangements could be made for the fuller 
discussion of such papers it would be all to the good. He 
hoped that if closer co-operation was arranged between the 
District Associations and the central body, arrangements. would 
be made for those communications to be discussed subsequently 
in the districts, thus giving them an opportunity of hearing the 
views of their fellow technicians. 


The Guild 


The Institution as a chartered body had done a good deal to 
raise the status of the gas engineer, and there had now been 
published the new education regulations. It was important that 
they should ensure that their central professional body should 
attract as members all suitably qualified people. The gas industry 
needed good gas engineers, good chemists, and good physicists. 
and as integration was developed the need for such men would 
be increasingly appreciated. Experience had shown that for some 
time there had been difficulty in acquiring the services of sufficient 
scientifically trained men because of the shortage of such men. 
The more highly developed an industry became on the technical 
side the greater would be the likelihood that it would attract its 
quota of young men of first class intelligence. They must aim at 
a high standard, and at the same time it was necessary that those 
who had executive authority in the industry should ensure that the 
material rewards for service to the industry were adequate. Men 
with scientific training were not generally grasping in their 
demands, but they must receive such remuneration as would 
ensure that they were not only free from worry in regard to their 
day to day obligations, but that they could bring up their families 
and live a full life. The Institution was debarred by the terms 
of its Charter from dealing with such material concerns of its 
members. He therefore thought the formation of the Gas Engi- 
neers’ National Guild was opportune, and he imagined that the 
members of the Wales and Monmouthshire Association would sup- 
port Mr. Currier to the best of their ability ; but, he added, they 
must remember that neither equality of opportunity nor equality 
of remuneration was necessary for freedom. 
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There was one other matter on which he wished to speak. There 
had been in the past, and there would undoubtedly be in the 
future, cases of older members of their professional body or their 
dependents who had been reduced to circumstances of actual want. 
Subscriptions from District Associations and from - individual 
members enabled the Benevolent Fund to do some very helpful 
work. The affairs of their members should be their responsibility 
and he appealed to those who were not already subscribers to give 
the matter their earnest consideration. He proposed the toast of 
the Wales and Monmouthshire Association in his capacity as 
President of the Institution, and he conveyed to them the good 
wishes of the Institution as a whole for their continued success. 
He coupled with it the name of their President, Mr. Dupont. 
“You know him better than I do,” said Dr. Hartley, “ but I am 
sure you would not have elected him to that position unless you 
knew he possessed those attributes which are needed for such an 
office ; unless you were satisfied with him as an engineer and as 
a man.” 

The President, responding to the toast, said that during the 
43 years of its existence the Association had played a large part 
in the progress of the industry in the area. He had been a mem- 
ber for 27 years and during that time he had gained valuable help 
from the meetings and the papers which had been given not only 
by members of the Association but by many distinguished visitors 
who had come forward from time to time. The social side was 
also important, for there one could discuss many problems 
informally with friends and neighbours and compare notes to the 
advantage of all concerned. They all sincerely hoped they would 
be able to continue to meet under such circumstances in the future. 


Presentation to Mr. Clark Jackson 


The President said his next duty was a very pleasant one. Mr. 
Clark Jackson had retired from his position as Engineer and 
Manager of the Neath Corporation Gas Department this year. 
His old engineering pupils had got together and recalled the 
troubles and worries they had caused him during his active career 
at Neath, and had agreed that they should give him a token of 
their appreciation of all the help and assistance he had given them, 
not only during the period of their pupilship but right through 
to the present time. As Mr. Clark Jackson’s oldest pupil he had 
been asked to make the presentation, and he therefore asked him 
to accept a silver inkstand, bearing the following inscription : 
“ Presented to Mr. W. Clark Jackson, M.I.Mech.E., M.Inst.Gas E.., 
by his former engineering pupils on his retirement as a token of 
their appreciation.” Besides himself, those associated with the 
presentation were Messrs. E. M. Edwards (Port Talbot), I. Thomas 
(Aberystwyth), A. L. Thomas (Haverfordwest), Darrell W. Rees 
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(Pembroke), G. Thomas (Watford), C. B. Jones (Halesowen), 
A. W. Richards (Humphreys & Glasgow, Ltd.), and. V. Hutchins 
(Neath). Although not actually old pupils, Mr A. D. Howells 
(Abergavenny) and Mr. W. T. Kenshole (Merthyr Tydfil) had 
expressed a desire to be associated with the presentation. 

Mr. Clark Jackson, in acknowledging the presentation, said the 
gift, which was quite a surprise, was deeply appreciated by Mrs. 
Jackson and himself. An occasion like this always meant some 
kind of severance, and his retirement from the Neath Gas Depart- 
ment after over 32 years’ service was bound to make a great 
difference. It was gratifying to feel, however, that he would still 
be able to keep contact with his colleagues in other directions, 
Mental as well as physical exercise was essential to keep one fit 
on his retirement, and he was thankful that his colleagues were 
going to allow him to carry on as District Secretary of the British 
Gas Council and as Gas Coal Spokesman. His “ boys” had been 
like a family to him, and throughout the time he had been at 
Neath he had had the greatest possible friendship extended to him. 

Mr. Clark Jackson then proposed the toast of “ The Visitors,” 
among whom he specially mentioned Mr. J. S. Smith, O.B.E., of 
the Ministry of Fuel and Power, Dr. Harold Hartley, Mr. J. W. 
Davies, Senior Regional Officer for Wales, Ministry of Fuel and 
Power, Mr. S. J. D. Williams, President of the Midland Associa- 
tion, Councillor Norman Stuart, Chairman of the Prestatyn 
Urban District Council, Dr. W. T. K. Braunholtz, and County 
Councillor T. Pennant Williams, Chairman of the Prestatyn Gas 
Committee who, he said, had occupied that office almost con- 
tinuously since 1910. 

Mr. J. S. Smith, O.B.E., briefly replied to the toast. He said 
that he had been in the Civil Service for 34 years, of which 27 
had been connected with the administration of the Gas Industry. 
They had been 27 very happy years, during which he had met a 
good many people associated with the industry. 

On the Friday afternoon there was a delightful motor coach 
trip over the moors to Bettws-y-Coed, Capel Curig, Llanberis 
Pass, Llanberis (where tea was served), and home to Prestatyn 
through the Conway Valley, Colwyn Bay, and Rhyl. A special 
word of praise is due to Mr. John Wood (Bangor), who not only 
made himself responsible for organizing the trip—which he did 
with outstanding success—but also personally acted as guide. 

The rest of the time was devoted to an informal social evening, 
with music and dancing in the lounge. Mr. Dupont took advan- 
tage of a brief interval to express his thanks as President to all 
those members in the North Wales area who had devoted much 
time and energy: to ensuring the success of the meeting, particu- 
larly Mr. O. P. Cronshaw (Rhyl), Mr. H. Blyth (Colwyn Bay), 
Mr. J. Wood (Bangor), and Mr. R. O. Roberts (Prestatyn). 


END OF THE COMMITTEE STAGE 


Taking a breath of fresh air outside the House of Commons, members of the Opposition to the Gas Bill still manager to raise 4 

smile after the two all-night sittings which made Parliamentary history and enabled the Committee to complete its deliberations 

on the Bill before the Whitsun holiday. Mr. J. R. W. Alexander, General Manager of the British Gas Council, who was in almos! 

constant attendance throughout the Committee stage, is on the left, and the other members of the group are: R. Jennir'gs 

(Sheffield, Hallam), H. V. A. Raikes (Liverpool, Wavertree), Sir H. Lucas Tooth (Hendon, S.), Colonel Walter Elliott (Scottish 
Universities), and Colonel O. %.:Crosthwaite Eyre (Hants, New Forest). 
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ASSOCIATION OF GAS ENGINEERS AND 


MANAGERS 


SPRING CONFERENCE AT 


HE Eastern Association of Gas Engineers and Managers met 
‘j at Norwich for their Spring Conference, on May 20, at the 
invitation of the Chairman and Directors of the British Gas 
Light Company, Ltd., and their President, Mr. Ronald A. Weston, 
who is Engineer and Manager of the Norwich Station. The con- 
ference was honoured by the interest of the civic authorities, the 
Lord Mayor giving a welcome to the Capital of East Anglia. It 
was the first time the Association had met in Norwich, and as 
it is likely to be the last spring meeting of the Association before 
the nationalization of the gas industry there were repeated ex- 
pressions of hope during speeches that the value of such occasions 
io the industry might not be lost under the new régime. 

There were more than 80 members and associates present, to- 
gether with distinguished visitors representing the Ministry, kindred 
industries, and research at the Stuart Hall. 

In a welcome to the conference, Mr. Weston gave special con- 
gratulations to Colonel H. C. Smith, a member of the Association 
and a Past-President, upon his appointment as Deputy-Chairman 
designate of the Gas Council under nationalization. Whatever 
they thought of the Government, said the President, one of the 
best and most sensible things they had done was to put gas men 
in charge of the gas industry. If Colonel Smith conducted the 
affairs of the industry as efficiently as he had conducted the affairs 
of his own undertaking and those of the many national! bodies 
he led, all augured well for the industry. 

Colonel Smith said the Gas Bill was creating history and, 
perhaps, the nationalized gas industry would create history in 
nationalization. “Some of us have not hesitated to express our 
opinions in connexion with nationalization,” he said. “I must 
plead guilty to being one. I think we have to realize we have 
lost the first round, but there is another round to be fought now, 
that of making a success of the newly-constituted industry. That 
round, I think, we are going to win.” 

The President referred with regret to the passing of Mr. W. B. 
Brock, an Associate of the Association since 1933, and the con- 
ference stood in silence. 

The following new members were elected : Messrs. A. G. Bird 
(London), F. Beaumont (Mablethorpe), W. M. Fox (London), G. E. 
Handley (Hunstanton), and T. N. Jackson (Dovercourt). The 
resignation of Mr. F. A. West (Altrincham) was received, this 
member having left the area. 

Giving a report as the representative on the Council of the 
Institution, Mr. Weston said that while the Eastern Association 
were sympathetic to the idea of Mr. Escreet, President of the 
Southern Association, that District Associations should become 
District Sections of the Institution, it was decided that further 
information should be obtained, and it was hoped that Mr. Escreet 
would call a meeting during Institution week so that the matter 
might be discussed by presidents and secretaries of Associations. 
The President appealed for support for the fund for a new home 
for the Institution and for the Benevolent Fund, in which con- 
nexion he urged members to covenant their subscriptions. 

Invited to speak on the matter, Dr. H. Hartley, President of the 
Institution, said he hoped the idea underlying the possibility of 
closer co-operation between the central body and the District Asso- 
ciations would commend itself to the members, and especially the 
presidents and secretaries, who would have the matter to consider 
in detail. It was his view that a technical body such as the Insti- 
lution would have a great deal of work to do in the future. 
Development of the functions of the Institution would require a 
reat deal of consideration and tolerance. The Institution and 
such technical bodies had to see an opportunity was created for 
technical men to express their views, sensibly and rationally, and 
0 develop friendships, which were so important. 

Mr. Frank Allen (Clacton) became President-elect upon the 
Proposition of the President. 

Mr. J. H. Greenacre (Great Yarmouth) was elected to serve on 
he Management Committee of the Gas Engineers National Guild. 

The results of ballots were announced as follows :— 

Vice-President : Mr. T. C. Battersby (Watford and St. Albans). 

Secretary : Mr. H. H. Redwood (Newmarket). 

Representatives on Council: Mr. F. A. Rhead (Peterborough) 
hid Mr. H. R. Thomas (Bury St. Edmunds). 

Auditors: Mr. Troughton (Newmarket) and Mr. Winshurst 
Barton Mills). 


Talk on Refractory Materials 


Apart from Elections, the principal item of the agenda was a 
alk by Mr. A. T. Green, O.B.E., F.R.LC., Director of the 
R.R.A., on “ Refractory Materials in Relation to the Manufac- 
ure and Use of Gas.” 

Mr. Green’s address had added interest from the number of 
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photographs and diagrams which he illustrated on the screen to 
emphasize his points. He explained to the conference that some 
of the pictures were the work of Mr. Weston when they were 
making investigations together on a number of retorts some 20 
years ago. He said Mr. Weston’s co-operation added consider- 
ably to his own knowledge of the subject. It was, said Mr. 
Green, desirable to get a correct angle of the refractory material 
problem by endeavouring to see the industry as it is to-day and 
he pointed to the time Jag in getting a new refractory by mention- 
ing that the production capacity of the firebrick side of the indus- 
try was roughly a million tons a year. On the carbonizing side 
it was probably about 270,000 tons. The refractory industry had 
to supply the steel industry, 50% to 60% of the firebricks going 
to it, and the silica supply required for the steel industry was 
in the region of 230,000 tons. They might say why not increase 
the industry, and he thought the capacity of the refractory industry 
could be stretched but for labour and other considerations of 
which the conference was aware. The important point was that 
they were going to be tight for refractories for some considerable 
time. Therefore, whatever else they did, they had to make the 
very most of existing plant and use it to the best advantage. For 
that reason he was anxious to put forward certain technical points 
in order to see how best they could work their vertical retorts 
and use their silica in such a way as to gain the maximum dura- 
bility. They could talk about the present quality of refractories 
until the cows came home, but they still had to have the refrac- 
tories they could get at the present time within the limits of what 
could be produced. “I can assure you, and it is an important 
point,” said Mr. Green, “that the amount of refractories being 
made this year is probably more than this country has ever made 
in the past, and on the steel-works side it was a matter of interest 
that the magnesite brick—the new type of brick used in the steel 
furnaces—could replace to some degree silica.” That brick was 
being made in quantities four times greater than in 1929. 


Factor of Safety 


The speaker pointed to the small factor of safety in the use of 
refractories, mentioning that it was often thought that bricks were 
just bricks. The sooner it was realized that the refractory was 
so essentially the key side to carbonizing and the factor of safety 
was negligible, the sooner they would get an appreciation of how 
delicately they had to use the material. They must use it within 
the limits of its properties. 

In the silica brick, he said, they had a material which was 
highly delicate to low temperatures, and if they heated it quickly 
to 450° C. they could crack it quite easily. To demonstrate this, 
a exhibited photographs showing the effects of quick 

eating. 

One of the matters his staff was endeavouring to explore was 
the types of strains to which the retorts were subject and it was 
essential for the industry to cut down those strains to a minimum. 
Mr. Green told the conference that the life of a retort setting could 
be determined in the early stages of its heating and he explained 
by illustrations how slight movement resultant upon expansion 
could open up a joint. They had to realize that the opening of 
leaks was frequently the first stage of holing. Knowing the con- 
stitution of the silica, and the expansion in the early stages of 
heating up, they had to be careful in seeing the heating was just 
about as even as they could make it.’ It was in the simple things 
of that nature that quite a lot of troubles occurred. 

Dealing with the ordinary spalling behaviour of a refractory, 
Mr. Green said that in consequence of comparatively low con 
ductivity and elasticity and thermal expansion, refractories must 
from their very nature be prone to crack under the influence of 
temperature change. Both silica material and even firebricks 
showed this tendency and there was a deal of careful scientific 
study and grading in the laboratory which had reduced the spall 
ing tendency of silica bricks and firebricks considerably. Cracks 
he had seen in the past, straight down one of the axes were simply 
due to plain, straightforward spalling. 

‘Urging careful control in scurfing operations, Mr. Green men- 
tioned that early in vertical retort investigations he started taking 
temperatures between the scurf and the silica and got temperatures 
up to 1,400°C., which must put strain on the surfaces. He 
had seen when he had investigated combustion chambers evidence 
of temperatures well outside the range of the refractory. The 
high temperature had probably been for only a short time, but it 
caused considerable trouble to the retort and could have had its 
effect on the adherence of the scurf to the retort and a number of 
other features. 

Mr. Green went on to deal with the question of slagging due to 
ash in the coal and to its being volatilized within the retort. He 
concluded that silica was the best material they could possibly 








430 


use, although it was still subject to the influences he had discussed. 
He emphasized that they must keep in mind the relationship of the 
nature of the coal carbonization to the durability of the retort 
under particular conditions. ’ 

“To my mind,” he stated, “gas tightness is a very important 
feature of retort work. It can be difficult to obtain. Apart from 
any loss of thermal yield from the retort, the fact that gas escapes 
through joints and very often fissures is the first sign of holing. 
1 therefore plead that everything should be done to keep your 
retorts as tight as you can, because apart from the carbonizing 
side it has a remarkably important influence on the durability of 
the refractories themselves. Frequently I have seen in a retort 
the surface apparently good but a hole in the middle of a section, 
suggestive of a piece of iron in the brick being heated to 1,400° C. 
and allowed to eat away the silica, but it has obviously been due 
to a collection of iron material in that zone and the conditions 
have been just right for it to react on the silica. All these things 
are tied up with good operation, and while you have your own 
specifications in the I.G.E., you must use them. If they are not 
strong enough or good enough for you, see that the Institution 
make their specifications adequate to your needs.” 

Mr. Green said an important thing coming out of the work his 
staff had been doing in the past four years was that there seemed 
to be in certain retorts they had investigated a far higher tempera- 
ture at the top than they had been led to believe. He did not 
suggest that it was common, but if they had a variation in the 
region of 400° to 600° they had conditions which gave rise to 
spalling on a certain type of fireclay brick of a silicious nature. 

In certain retorts he had investigated he had, without being 
able to prove anything, felt there might have been some move- 
ment in the structure, with the possibility of opening up a joint or 
two. The opening of joints, together with flaking, was one of 
the most important features in relation to the maintenance of the 
life of retorts. 


Room for More Experts 


What Mr. Green particularly stressed was that there was room 
within the gas industry for more experts on refractory materials. 
The gas engineer had so many jobs to do one could not anticipate 
that he was going to be an expert in refractories, but men who 
were such experts could pay high dividends to the industry. The 
refractory was still the key to successful carbonization and if there 
could be more centres within the industry where they could make 
their approaches more definitely he was certain they would be 
getting far longer lives from their retort settings. There had to 
be some method of communicating the findings of research 
workers more easily to the industry, and one method he sug- 
gested was that some of his “lads” should visit the associations 
and the junior bodies more frequently. 

In the discussion which followed, Mr. H. G. Palmer, Deputy 
Chairman of the British Gas Light Company, referring to Mr. 
Green’s comments upon the possible movement of structures, 
cited the experiences of the Commercial Gas Company at their 
Poplar Works, where they recently had a new vertical plant put 
in, following severe bombing during the war. They had very 
serious trouble with the retort house, although it appeared to be 
all right. There were no cracks visible from the outside, but the 
experiences there supported the view of Mr. Green that great 
damage could occur from shocks in the neighbourhood. 

On this point Mr. Green said he wanted to get the industry 
to do operational research itself. The Research Association to 
which he belonged would have to have an army of men to get all 
the data, but if the industries using refractories would docket 
information it would produce a body of information which would 
= a set of good clues which the research worker could easily 

ollow. 

Mr. K. R. Mortimer (March) asked for more information on 
the present methods of sealing retorts. From what they had heard 
from Mr. Green it seemed that the present method of spraying 


cold sealing materials on to hot brickwork was a wrong thing 
to do. 


Mr. Green replied that he had always been against cold patch- 


ing. In emergency it had to be done, but he did not look upon 
it as good practice. He had often said there should be some 
method of patching with a blow-pipe. He thought- a method 
whereby they could introduce carefully controlled dust into the 
retort and allow the dust to find the holes offered very definite 
advantages. 

When Mr. A. E. Simpson (Newark) asked if Mr. Green had 
any specific suggestions to make on scurfing so that the flaking 
could be to some extent controlled, Mr. Green replied that he had 
none. 

Mr. R. Kelf-Cohen, Under-Secretary in charge of the Gas and 
Electricity Division, Ministry of Fuel and Power, said: ‘“ We in 
the Ministry have been conscious of the extraordinary difficulty of 
silica supplies and I was a little startled to see it had even pene- 
trated into the august columns of The Times, telling people it 
was the basis of the whole of the industrial life of the country, 
which must have been a shock to the readers of The Times who 
had probably never heard. of silica. Therefore, Mr. Green’s 
remarks were of extreme interest. The angle of looking after 
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their silica was an obvious one that wanted a good deal of exam- 
ination. Probably the most permanent headache if the Ministry 
was that of finding enough silica for all the schemes necessary 
and continually coming forward. : 

Mr. F. B. Richards (Woodall Duckham Company), who pro- 
posed a vote of thanks to the lecturer, said he had spent near\ 
the whole of a lifetime in searching for improved refractories 
capable of giving better service and no one could have a keener 
appreciation of the great work Mr. Green and his associates and 
their predecessors had done in the last 40 or 50 years on this 
vital matter. The development of the silica refractory had been 
carried through almost wholly during the time Mr. Green had 
been helping and advising on the matter, and in furtherance of 
this great work Mr. Richards made a plea for more’ men to be 
trained to carry on the task of improving refractories. 

The lecturer was also thanked by Mr. T. C. Battersby (Watford), 
who commented that the industry was given delicate materials 
it was their duty to look after. 

In introducing the President-elect, Mr. Weston referred to his 
work on the educational side of the Institution and said they were 
fortunate in having a man of his calibre to occupy the chair. 

Mr. Allen said next year might be a difficult period for asso- 
ciations of the kind and he had to hesitate before making any 
promises as to what he might or might not be able to do during 
his year of office, but he could without reservation say he would 
do his best for the prosperity and well-being of the Association 
which, he trusted, would be allowed to continue for many years 
on its present basis, and covering its present area. He issued a 
cordial invitation to the conference to visit Clacton next spring. 


The Conference Luncheon 


There was an attendance of 200 at the conference luncheon, 
which was attended by the Lord Mayor of Norwich (Mr. W. G. 
Cutbush), the Sheriff (Mr. H. John Jarrold), the Dean of Norwich, 
and representatives of the civic and commercial life of the 
locality. Among those present also were the Mayor and Mayoress 
of Stamford (Mr. and Mrs. B. Clarke), Dr. Harold Hartley 
(President of the Institution of Gas Engineers), Colonel H. C. 
Smith (Deputy-Chairman designate of the Gas Council under the 
nationalized gas industry), Mr. R. Kelf-Cohen (Under-Secretary 
in charge of the Gas and Electricity Division of the Ministry of 
Fuel and Power), Mr. H. G. Palmer (Deputy-Chairman and 
Managing Director of the British Gas Light Company), Mr. 
Edward C. Woodall (Director, British Gas Light Company), Mr. 
F. T. Brookes (General Manager and Secretary of the same com- 
pany), Dr. W. T. K. Braunholtz (Secretary of the Institution of 
Gas Engineers), Mr. A. T. Green, Mr. J. Thornhill (National Coal 
Board), with others prominent in the industry and associated with 
it, and members of the Ministry staff. 

Mr. Palmer, who proposed the toast of the City of Norwich, 
paid a tribute to those administering the Norwich Electricity 
Undertaking during the time it was in competition with the gas 
industry and said he hoped the same energy, interest, and intelli- 
gent individual imagination would be allowed to continue now 
that it was under State control. It had been proved, he said, in 
our nation that individual imaginative foresight was the force 
that propelled Statecraft guidance, and he hoped it would be 
the guiding principle of the gas industry under Statecraft 
guidance, leaving those who knew their job to run it best. 

In his reply the Lord Mayor paid a tribute to the work done 
by Mr. Weston for the National Savings Movement and recalled 
that when he entered the Norwich Council chamber 21 years ago 
Mr. Weston’s predecessor as Manager of the local gas undertaking. 
Mr. Thomas Glover was the retiring Lord Mayor. “Like ele- 
tricity you are going the way of all flesh,” said the Lord Mayor. 
“You are going fashionable and will be wearing the “ new look’ 
of nationalization, but if the happy nature of this gathering is your 
swan’ song I feel sure you will not have any regrets about the 
passing of one régime and the introduction of another. Unlike 
most industries you are able to supply the fuel for your own 
cremation and I can only hope that Phoenix-like the reinstated gas 
industry will rise from the ashes, to give the same excellent service 
as in the past.” 

There was a toast to the President and Mrs. Weston, proposed 
by Mr. F. N. Howes, of Chelmsford, immediate Past-President of 
the Eastern Association, and, in reply, the President said this would 
probably be the last of their spring meetings under the present 
set-up. He felt that no Government would be so foolish as to 
wind up such associations. They regarded their own Association 
as the premier one of all and the value of its discussions was of 
the utmost importance to the industry. 

At a reception the members and visitors were guests of the 
directors of the British Gas Light Company. 


Reception and Dance 


By invitation of the Chairman and Directors of the British Gas 
Light Company, a Reception and Dance was held at the Samson 
and Hercules House, on the evening of May 19, the guests being 
received by the Deputy-Chairman and Managing Director an¢ 
Mrs. H. G. Palmer, and the President and Mrs. R. A. Weston. 

During the morning of May 20 conducted tours of Norwich 
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Cathedral and Norwich Castle were arranged for the ladies, and a 
cruise on the Norfolk Broads was enjoyed by members and ladies 
during the afternoon. The programme throughout had been 
organized with skill and efficiency and the meeting, which was 
voted on all sides as an outstanding success, went with a smooth- 
ness which spelt enjoyment, 


‘*BRITAIN’S BEST,” No. 2 


The Engineering and Industrial Equipment (Home and Export) 
Exhibition which opened at the Old Horticultural Hall, London, 
on May 19 and will remain open until May 28, is the second in 
the “ Britain’s Best” series. Like its predecessor which was held 
in May, 1947, this exhibition is organized by the British Bulletin 
of Commerce, and concentrates “ a Poag md — —— types 
of engineering equipment, many ©: items being entirely new 
and on aor to the public for the first time. The exhibition 
is intended primarily for buyers and it is emphasized that the 
bulk of the equipment is available for immediate or early 
delivery for both home and overseas market. 

The gas industry is not very strongly represented, although 
there are a number of exhibits of interest to the industry. The 
only gas-operated equipment to be seen at the exhibition is that 
of Radiant Heating, Ltd. For works, factories and similar large 
buildings there are the under-fired Newtherm, a high intensity 
radiant heater, and the Aerozone, a direct unit air heater, as 
well as Duoflam burners for rapidly converting solid-fuel-fired 
steam and hot-water boilers to gas firing. For shops, offices, 
halls, &c., there is the Golden Glow, a low intensity overhead 
radiant heater, and the Floortherm convector heater. For 
domestic use, the Nicrotherm portable heater is shown operating 
on both town and bottled gas, and the Startherm background 
convector heater is also exhibited. A Crane boiler fitted with 
silent Unoflam jets can be inspected. In addition to the space- 
heating equipment, radiant burners of different types are on 
view, two of these burners being shown in a salamander. 

A smoke eliminator designed and developed at the Fuel Research 
Station of the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, 
is shown not only on the Station’s own stand, but also on the 
stands of Grooved Firebars Co., Ltd., and Cleveland Meters, 
Ltd. The smoke eliminator is a simple furnace door built in the 
form of a hollow metal box carrying two large horizontal nozzles 
through which jets of air pass continuously, without obstruction, 
directly from the atmosphere into the space over the fuel bed. 
The additional air which is required immediately after firing or 
taking enters the box through a wide rectangular opening at the 
base and passes upwards round the nozzles to emerge through an 
annular opening surrounding each nozzle, and through a number 
of holes on the furnace side of the box. .This air supply is con- 
trolled by a flap valve which opens under the action of gravity and 
inertia whenever the door is opened and shut, but has to be closed 
manually by the stoker at the appropriate time. 

A house designed on the vacuum flask principle is shown in 
model form by Donald Brown& Co. (Engineers), Ltd. This thermo- 
static steel house has been produced by a Tyneside engineer, Mr. 
Donald Brown, who claims that it is fire proof, damp proof, cool 
in summer and warm in winter, and needs only half the ordinary 
fuel to keep it at the right temperature. All cupboards and 
wardrobes are built in, and it has a flat roof for sun bathing in 
the summer; if the owner wishes to move to another town, he 
can take the house with him. The structure is based on 12-in. 
wall cavities which are sealed with a bitumen compound, the walls 
being covered on the cavity side with a blanket of insulating 
material. to resist cold or heat. The house is nearly 100% steel 
and is machine made in the factory. One 12-ton lorry can carry 
it to the site and three men can put it up in three eight-hour shifts. 

The Commercial Processing & Stove Enamelling Co., Ltd., are 
exhibiting some interesting forms of process enamelling, bonder- 
ising and pyluminizing, particularly a new hammered effect in 
enamelling. It is the first time that this finish has been shown 
to the general public and is in three tonal effects with 
multi-coloured patterns giving an original character to the finished 
article. It also effects a new standard of economy in industrial 
finishing and, in regard to metal goods, eliminates preliminary pro- 
cesses on rough surfaces where a good finish is essential. 

Although the main exhibits on the stand of Humphris & Sons, 
Ltd., are a 10-ton overhung crank press and a double roll feed, 
there is an impressive range of pipe wrenches and adjustable 
wrenches, The Master range of pipe wrenches extends from 10- 
14 in., and the adjustable wrenches, which have a ball bearing 
operation, are shown in 3 in., 6 in., and 9 in. sizes; there is also 
a15 in. garage wrench. All are extremely light in weight. 

Cleveland Meters, Ltd., have a display which comprises typical 
totameters and velocity meters for the measurement of hot and 
cold water, and also for other liquids encountered in industry, 
such as brine, ammoniacal liquors, soap solutions, caustic liquors, 
&c. Worthy of special attention are the meters for feed-water 
measurement for both land and marine. boilers. An interesting 
exhibit is the meter fitted with a large “Tre-sat” dial for use on 
plants where processes call for the measurement of a predetermined 
quantity of liquid. : 
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GAS CORPORATIONS’ ACHIEVEMENTS 


Explaining what gas corporations are, how they originated, and 
what they have done to develop the gas industry in Great Britain, 
a booklet under the title of “‘ Developments by Gas Corporations,” 
just issued by the Association of Gas Corporations, shows how 
consumers, employees, stockholders and local authorities have 
fared at their hands and compares the treatment they are to 
receive under nationalization. There are 12 gas corporations in 
Great Britain operating 310 gas undertakings in 33 groups; by 
comparison the Gas Bill proposes that the average number of 
undertakings under each Area Board shall be nearly 100, one 
Board having 193 undertakings in an area of 400 sq. miles. 

The corporations are not merely holding or investment com- 
panies; they have been, in fact, the main integrating force of 
the British gas industry, and have put into practice forms of inte- 
gration suggested iby the industry more than 20 years ago. Ten of 
the 12 gas corporations were formed between 1932 and 1935, and 
by 1939 they had grouped more than 300 separate undertakings, 
or more than a quarter of the total in Great Britain. Compared 
with 1933 the number of consumers in the grouped undertakings 
had increased by 18%, the average price of gas had decreased in 
spite of a rise of more than 20% in the cost of coal. By 1946 the 
price of coal had more than doubled, but the increase in the price 
of gas had been kept down to 21%. Total gas sold to consumers 
had increased by 80%. 

The structure is now to be destroyed to make room for a form 
of nationalization not yet tested: The existing geographical groups 
are to be broken up between Area Boards ; even adjoining under- 
takings which actually share the same technical and administrative 
officials are to be split between different Boards. 

In a chapter on the practical effects of nationalization, the 
booklet points out that co-partnerships and other incentives are to 
disappear and gas workers’ incomes from savings invested in their 
own companies will be substantially reduced. Stockholders will 
suffer reductions, in some cases more than 40%, in their incomes, 
and existing safeguards for consumers are to be abolished. 

“The gas industry,” it continues, “will have for a time many 
of the men who have brought it up to its present level of 
efficiency. They will serve it loyally, whatever political controls 
may be superimposed. In their time they may well prevent serious 
deterioration. None the less, it is interesting. to compare the 
methods provided in the Bill with those of the gas corporations.” 

The contrasting ways in which the different sections of the 
public are treated are set out in columnized form, with particular 
reference to consumers, workers, officials, directors, auditors, local 
authority undertakers, and company stockholders. 


NEW C.W.G. PLANTS IN CANADA 


Recently a new carburetted water gas plant was installed at the 
Vancouver Gas-Works for the British Columbia Electric Railway 
Company. The plant was designed by the Power-Gas Corpora- 
tion, Ltd., of Stockton-on-Tees, and built and erected in col- 
laboration with the John Inglis Co., Ltd., of Toronto. Special 
design features are the high capacity when using coke with an 
ash content over 20%, and the use of Bunker “C” oil for car- 
buretting and for reforming. The nominal capacity is 44 mill. 
cu.ft. of 460 B.Th.U. gas per day, but during the test run pro- 
duction averaged substantially above 5 mill. cu.ft. per day. 

The plant comprises a 10-ft. internal diameter dry bottom 
generator with mechanical grate, chequerless carburetter, supet- 
heater and waste heat boiler. The carburetted water gas as made 
passes through a 3-way valve and conical wash box to a Lymn 
washer, and is also treated in an electrostatic precipitator for tar 
removal, the precipitator being located after the relief gasholder. 
The generator is equipped with a jacket boiler and cyclic coke 
charger, and the plant is operated by an automatic controller with 
high pressure hydraulic system. 

Coke as gasified had a moisture content of 6.5% and analysis 
on the dry basis was:—vVolatile matter, 2.8%; fixed carbon, 
74.4%; ash, 22.8%. 

The Bunker “C” oil had a Conradson carbon figure of 5.1%. 

Average gas analysis during the test was:— 

lp CnHm 0 H, CH, N, etc. 
7.6% 5.4% 25.2% 39.0% 13.4% 9.4% 

Waste heat recovery is effected, the waste gases leaving the 
waste heat boiler at a temperature of 250°C. and with a CO, 
content of just over 20%. The tar emulsion is recovered and 
pumped to the tank of the relief gasholder, whence it is taken to 
the tar treatment plant as required. Emulsion is demulsified and 
dehydrated therein. 

A second unit identical with the above has since been ordered 

and is now under construction. 
_At much the same time with the first unit at Vancouver, a 
similar plant has been installed at the Victoria Gas-Works in 
British Columbia of the same Company. Though this plant 
follows in general lines the Vancouver layout and working con- 
ditions, the nominal output is only 1.2 mill. cu.ft. of gas per day. 
For this reason the generator is 6 ft. internal diameter and is 
equipped with a wet bottom mechanical grate. 
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SOUTH-WESTERN GAS AND WATER 


STEADY. PROGRESS AND 


MR. C. HOLMES 


HE Annual General Meeting of the South-Western Gas and 
Water Corporation, Ltd., was held on May 20, in London, 
Mr. C. Holmes Hunt, the Chairman, presiding. 

The following is the Chairman’s statement, which is being circu- 
lated to stockholders :— 

My first duty is to refer to the sad loss which the Board 
sustained by the death of Mr. Bruce Ottley on July 22 last. Mr. 
Bruce Ottley was elected Chairman of the Company on Jan. i, 
1938, on the resignation of Mr. S. J. Ingram. A colleague with 
whom it was a pleasure to work, he possessed a wide knowledge 
of business and financial affairs always of value to the Board. 
The Board have done me the honour of appointing me to succeed 
Mr. Bruce Ottley. 


The Year’s Results 


Turning to the accounts, and taking the revenue account, the 
figures under review show an improvement upon those of last 
year. The net profit, after providing for income tax, interest 
on debenture stock and interim dividend and other expenses, 
amounts to £21,071, as compared with £18,844. 

To the net profit of £21,071 has to be added the amount 
brought forward from last year—namely, £2,407, making the 
sum of £23,490 available. After providing for the interest on 
the Preference shares to Dec. 31, 1947, less tax, and the interim 
dividend of 2%, less tax, on the Ordinary shares, there remains 
the sum of £12,992 out of which the directors recommend the 
payment of a final dividend on the Ordinary shares of 33%, 
making 54% for the year, leaving the sum of £4,477 to be carried 
forward. 


Balance Sheet Items 


Taking the balance sheet, there is a slight increase of £1,584 in 
the amount of issued Preference stock, this stock having been 
allotted in respect of late acceptances for Camborne Water Com- 
pany shares. Loans from subsidiary companies at £2,500 show 
a decrease of £3,254, due to repayment of loans from two sub- 
sidiaries. Creditors and provisions at £3,621 are less by £2,132, 
but accommodation from our bankers shows an increase of 
£11,705. 

On the assets side, fixed assets show an increase of some £6,000 
in Investments; due principally to a further investment in the 
Camborne Water Company, there is an increase of some £8,000 
in freehold properties—owing principally to the purchase during 
the year of the Crewkerne Gas Company’s Showrooms. Current 
assets show an increase of £2,683. 


Integration Schemes 


During the year under review, with the consent of the Ministry 
of Fuel and Power, we continued our policy of integration to the 
mutual benefit of the undertakings concerned. 

In order to meet the increasing demands for gas in our Dursley 
area, we approached the Directors of the Gloucester Gas Light 
Company with a view to a supply of gas in bulk from their 
Gloucester Works, and came to an agreement with that com- 
pany for a supply of up to 100,000,000 cu.ft. per annum. Our 
Dursley Works, I may mention, already supplies gas in bulk to our 
Wotton and Berkeley undertakings, and also by agréement to the 
Sharpness Docks Company. The growing demands of these 
undertakings, together with increasing sales in Dursley, envisaged a 
large expenditure at our Dursley Works. Thanks, however, to this 
“ link-up ” which became effective on March 31 last, this expense 
has now been avoided. 

We also entered into an agreement with the Weston-super-Mare 
Gas Company for a bulk supply to our Wells and Glastonbury 
undertakings. The work of “linking-up” is now completed, and 
both our Wells and Glastonbury undertakings are being supplied 
from the Weston Works. These two works have now been closed 
down so far as the manufacture of gas is concerned. Further, a 
supply main has been laid from the works of the Bath Gas Com- 
pany, through Warminster, to our Westbury Works, and the full 
demand of our Westbury area will shortly be met from the Bath 


Works. 
200 Miles of Mains 


These integration schemes comprise a-total length of main of 
approximately 200 miles, serving so far as regards the two latter 
schemes, other areas as well as our own. Moreover, they are 
likely to form the basis of a still further “linking-up” in the 
future. I suggest this work presents a very good example of 
private enterprise, and I would like to pay a special tribute to Mr. 


INCREASED PROFITS 
HUNT’S REVIEW 


Allen, our General Manager, whose initiative and foresight 
planned this work, already proving economically beneficial to our 
undertakings concerned. 

Other like schemes are having our attention, but owing to the 
coming nationalization of the gas industry, we ourselves may not 
be able to put them into effect. I am pleased to say that all our 
subsidiaries continue to progress, the total increase in gas sold for 
the 12 months under review, being approximately 5%, and it may 
be interesting to report that over the 10 years or so of the 
Corporation’s existence the percentage increase in gas sales to 
Dec. 31 last, is slightly in excess of 112%. 


Gas Bill and Corporation’s Position 


As stockholders are aware, the Bill for the nationalization of 
the gas industry is now passing through Parliament, with every 
prospect of its becoming law in the near future. The Association 
of Gas Corporations, of which your Corporation is a member, is 
very actively supporting the Opposition in strenuously opposing 
the Bill in the endeavour to secure amendments with a view to 
ameliorating its terms. By the Bill it is proposed to divide Great 
Britain into 12 regions, to be administered by 12 Area Boards. 
which Boards will be responsible for both manufacture and distri- 
bution and general development of the respective areas. There is 
to be a Central Body, called ‘“‘ The Gas Council,” which would 
appear to be rather of a financial and advisory nature than an 
executive one. 

And so a great industry, built up by private and local enter- 
prise and capital, which has given service to the public for 
over 100 years, and which to-day has a total invested capital 
exceeding £200,000,000, over 11,000,000 consumers and carbonizes 
over 20,000,000 tons of coal per annum, is likely shortly to pass 
over to the State to satisfy this Government’s greed for national- 
ization. Whether this is the appropriate time, in view of the 
conditions prevailing to-day, to embark on such a highly con- 
tentious measure may be open to question, but we have now 
to face the facts and accept the position as it is. Whether 
also such a change is ultimately likely to benefit the public, by 
affording a cheaper and more efficient supply of gas than at 
present, remains to be seen, but certain it is that unless future 
control is placed in the hands of men, technical and otherwise, 
experienced by long service in the industry, and freed from 
bureaucratic authority, the same efficiency of service and supply 
which has characterized the industry up to now is not likely 
to be forthcoming. In this connexion, may we take it that the 
recent appointments of two such well-known men in the industr) 
as Mr. A. E. Sylvester and Colonel H. C. Smith, as prospective 
Chairman and Deputy-Chairman of the proposed Gas Council, 
are a hopeful sign that the Ministry recognize this fact. 


Compensation Clauses 


Before passing to our own position under the Bill, I wish 
to refer to the compensation clauses as affecting gas investors 
generally. An investor in gas stocks has always regarded his 
investment as providing not only security of capital, but 4 
regular return of income. Under the Bill, investors will be 
compulsorily compelled to transfer into another security with 4 
distinct loss of income. Interest on the new British Gas Stock 
will not be known until the date of transfer, but assuming it 
is 3%, the same as the Electricity, stock, investors whose secuti- 
ties are quoted on the London Stock Exchange, and taking 
values as at the dates most favourable under the Bill, are likely 
to suffer a loss of income by some 30%. 

In regard to stockholders in companies not quoted on the 
London Stock Exchange, it seems unlikely that. these will ge! 
terms appreciably different from those of quoted companies. 
This basis of compensation will deal particularly hardly on those 
investors with small and limited incomes, and is scarcely in 
keeping with the words of Mr. Herbert Morrison, in winding up 
the date on the Second Reading of the Gas Bill, when he said: 
“In the case of private undertakings we must be fair as between 
the State and the individuals who have invested their money.” 


The Corporation’s Position 


Now as regards the Corporation’s position under the Bill. 
Briefly stated, the Bill provides for the taking over of an) 
gas holding company having, in the aggregate, not less than 
75% of its assets invested in gas. As the shareholders ar 
aware, we possess, in addition to our subsidiary gas undertakings 
and gas investments, three water companies situate at Truro, 
Newquay and Camborne respectively, and certain other small 
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Contents of the June Issue of “GAS.” published May 25, include: 


“House Warming.” An Address by Dr. Harold Hartley, 
President of the Institution of Gas Engineers. 


“Control and Maintenance of Continuous Vertical Retorts.” 
Paper by J. C. Branson, 
Engineer and Manager, Sidmouth Gas Department. 


“Increasing the Revenue from Coke.” 
Paper by A. W. J. Harris, 
Assistant Engineer, Nechells Works, Birmingham Gas Department. 


“Laying a Gas Main in the Sea.” 
Paper, well illustrated, by J. A. Williams, 
The Gas Light and Coke Company. 
The above Papers, with discussions, are fully reported in the June issue of 
GAS.” «+ GAS” is the only Publication which covers every «‘ Junior ”’ event. 


Single Copies I/= Annual Subscription 12/-= 


Published by the Proprietors of the “Gas Journal” : 
WALTER KING, LTD., 11, BOLT COURT, FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.4. 
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interests Outside gas. The total assets of all 
amount to just over 25% of our total assets. 

It will be seen, therefore, that we are a “ border-line” case 
and, as such, we have thought it advisable to submit our posi- 
tion to the Ministry of Fuel and Power for their special con- 
sideration. The Ministry are now considering the matter, and 
we have reason to suppose that their decision may be favourable 
to our exclusion from the Bill, but as yet I am not ina position 
to tell you anything definite. This is not to mean that we 
shall retain our gas interests. These would be taken over in due 
course at a valuation, but the corporation would not be com- 
pulsorily dissolved; it would retain its other assets and then | 
hope continue its existence as an Investment Trust for which the 
necessary powers have already been taken. 


Tribute to Officials 


I have already expressed appreciation of Mr. Allen’s services. 
| think he will agree with me when I say that in our engineers 
and staff, he has a very able and willing team, and our thanks 
are extended to them. The all round efficiency of our sub- 
sidiaries testifies to their loyalty to our interests, 

We have also to thank Messrs. Close Brothers, Ltd., for their 
usual able way in looking after the secretarial and financial side 
of our business. I would like also to thank Mr. Osmand for 
his attention to the technical interests of our water companies; 
he has now received the appointment of Water Engineer to the 
Corporation. To our local Directors also we extend our thanks. 
Their business experience and general knowledge of local affairs 
are of considerable assistance. 


these interests, 


General Manager’s Remarks 


Mr. F. Allen (General Manager) said: Whilst it is quite 
coincidental, it is a noteworthy circumstance that some of the 
integration schemes engineered by the Corporation over the 
immediate past years should come to fruition in 1948—perhaps 
the penultimate year of the gas industry’s existence under the 
traditional regime. 

During its enterprising life, the Corporation has tried, and 
not without success, to co-ordinate the working of its under- 
takings not only by physical connexion, where this was economic, 
but also by grouping under one pool or skilled supervision and 
administration those undertakings too distantly situated from each 
other to justify, in the interests of consumers, their actual physical 
linking. 

The Corporation has also had in mind throughout ihe 
potentialities of the Somerset coalfields as a source of ancillary 
gas supply, and much of its scheme for North Somerset and 
parts of Gloucestershire and Wilts, now completed, links with 
the project of an expanded Somerset coal production with coal 
properly prepared and appropriate gas-making plant erected at 
or near the coalfield. : 

The Corporation has first worked for and substantially achieved 
coherence in its own groups of undertakings and, after the 
resulting expansion has shown the need, has then reached out 
towards its nearest big neighbour—whether or not a constituent 
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company of the Corporation—with the result that without dis- 
turbance of individual economic production units, capacity has 
been marshalled over a considerable area and network of connect- 
ing mains. 


The substantial amount of work so completed, with - other 
schemes still to be executed, must prove to be of real service 
in pursuing the aim of efficient regional gas supply, which was 
the main reason for the original founding of the Corporation. 

The report and accounts were unanimously adopted and the 
dividends paid and recommended were unanimously approved. 

Mr. C. L. Rosewarne, the Director retiring by rotation, was 
unanimously re-elected and Messrs. Deloitte Plender Griffiths & 
Co., Chartered Accountants. were reappointed Auditors. 


PRIORITY FOR FUEL SAVING APPLIANCES 


The Parliamentary and Scientific Committee recently submitted 
a report to the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Minister of 
Fuel and Power urging that higher priority should be given for 
steel required for the manufacture, repair and maintenance of 
fuel saving appliances, particu!arly in the industrial sphere. The 
report assumed that an annual saving of some 18,000,000 tons of 
coal might be achieved if the full programme of re-equipping 
industry with up-to-date fuel burning appliances were carried out. 
The report also assumed that another million tons of coal could 
be saved annually if better facilities were available to the gas 
industry for the repair, reconstruction, and maintenance of exist- 
ing plant. 


In a letter to Mr. Raymond Blackburn, M.P., Chairman of the 
Coal Utilization Sub-Committee of the Parliamentary and Scien- 
tific Committee, dated May 11, Sir Stafford Cripps writes :— 

“The report of the Coal Utilization Sub-Committee of the 
Parliamentary and Scientific Committee has now been studied by 
the Ministry of Fuel and Power and I would like to give you 
briefly my reaction to it. 


“| quite accept the necessity for keeping up the production of 
fuel saving appliances. Additional allocations of steel would 
present a great problem in our present straitened circumstances 
and I gather that in any case the immediate trouble is that there 
is a shortage of ancillary equipment. Under the present priority 
arrangements, the F.M.L. symbols are not being used and con- 
sequently I have asked the Ministry of Fuel and Power to arrange 
with the Ministry of Supply, who are the production authority 
concerned with such equipment, that they should see what specific 
help can be given in those cases where delivery of complete 
equipment is now being delayed. We shall have to see what 
result this has before taking further steps. 


“So far as the gas industry is concerned, I am glad to be able 
to tell you that some increase in the allocation of steel has 
already been made—though it is not possible to go to the 
lengths which are referred to in the paper. But here again we 
have gone as far as it is possible to do within our present stee! 
supplies.” 


The above photograph. was taken on the occasion of the Manchester District Junior Gas Association's visit to the 
works of the Staveley Iron & Coal Co., Ltd., on April 14. 
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Stockton-on-Tees Town Council has accepted the tender of the 
Bryan Donkin Co., Ltd., for the supply of station governors for 
the Gas Department. 


Mr. C. H. Leach, General Manager and Secretary of the Liver- 
pool Gas Company, presented the William Kenny Tyrer Ambu- 
lance Cup to the winning team after a competition. in which many 
of the Company’s works and departments. were represented. 


A Weekly Allocation of 1,400 tons of coal from the new large 
open cast seam which is now in production near Newcastle has 
been offered by. the Northern Division of the National Coal 
Board to the Glasgow Gas Department. Officials of the Depart- 
ment are to inspect the coal on the site. 


A New Main to serve the Brampton area with gas, which will 
take 1,900 yds. of piping and cost about £9,000, has been approved 
by the Ministry of Fuel and Power. Notice has been received 
by the Wath, Bolton, and Thurnscoe Gas Board that the 
necessary authorization has been rushed through so that the work 
can be started immediately. Mr. S. H. Stokes, the Board’s 
Manager, prepared the scheme. New producer plant is to be 
installed by the end of the present summer. 
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The Trade Statistics for March, 1948, just issued-by the Depart- 
ment of Industry and Commerce in Eire, show imports of 21,061 
tons of gas coal, valued at £88,850, as against nil in March, 1947. 
This brings the total of these imports for the first three months 
of 1948 to 70,281 tons, valued at £300,242, compared with 24,718 
tons, valued at £75,288 in the corresponding period of 1947. 


Safe Driving Competition Awards covering the years 1942 to 
1946 were presented by Mr. Frank H. Jones, Chairman, at a 
meeting of the Directors of the Eastbourne Gas Company on 
May 20. Medals with four bars were presented to H. Brook, 
F. Fowler, M. Pavey, R. L. Remnant, and F. Tucknott, and a 
medal, with three bars in respect of the years 1942 to 1945 was 
awarded to G. N. Hurst, who left the employment of the Com- 
pany during 1946. 


The Contract for the erection of new carbonizing plant at 
Skinningrove, Yorkshire, for the Skinningrove Gas Company has 
been let to W. J. Jenkins & Co., Ltd., Retford, and the piled 
foundation work will be done by the F. C. Construction Co., 
Derby. A starting date for the erection of the plant has not yet 
been fixed. The new plant is necessary owing to the growing 
demand for gas for both domestic and industrial use, 


COMPANY 


Petrochemicals, Ltd.—Negotiations are 
approaching completion for a_ further 
£2,450,000 of finance. By the provision of 
this additional finance, the capacity of the 
Catarole “* chemicals-from-oil ” plant 
which is now in course of completion near 
Manchester. will be substantially increased 
from that originally envisaged. It is 
anticipated that certain units of the plant 
will come into operation at the end of this 
year, and that the entire plant will be 
functioning by the second half of 1949. 
The Finance Corporation for Industry, 
Ltd., are to provide £1,450,000 of the new 
money and Robert Benson, Lonsdale & 
Co., Ltd., will underwrite the balance. 
Proposals in regard to the form of the new 
finance will shortly be submitted to the 
subscribers of the original capital. No 
public issues of capital are at present con- 
templated. In addition, part of the money 
provided will be used for the erection of 
a plant for the manufacture of styrene and 
polystyrene. Erinoid, Ltd., will partici- 
pate in that project and will provide 
finance. 


NEWS 


GAS UNDERTAKINGS’ 
RESULTS 


Lincoln.—The output of Lincoln Gas 
Undertaking during the year ended 
March 31, showed an increase over the 
previous year of 2,500,000 cu.ft. In spite 
of this 2,527 tons less of coal was con- 
sumed, confirming the excellent results 
which were being obtained from the new 
carbonizing plant. 


Associated Gas and Water Undertakings, 
Ltd.—Total income for the financial year 
ended Mar. 31 was £197,529, compared 
with £188,907 for the previous year. 
Profits, struck after providing for deben- 
ture interest and taxation, are £77,991, 
against £72,777. After payment of the 
usual dividends of 5% on the Ordinary 
and 6° on the deferred capital, the sum 
carried forward is £44,169, against 
£35,858. The carry-forward and reserve 
fund for equalization of dividends, total- 
ling £69,169 (against £60,858) is equal to 
over 54 years’ net dividend on the 
Deferred stock. ‘The report states that 
last autumn the Directors, considering that 
the financial position of the Company 
justified the distribution of dividends at 
the increased rates of 54% on the Ordi- 
nary stock and 7% on the Deferred 
capital, paid an interim dividend at one 
half those rates. Subsequently on the 


publication of the Gas Bill it was found 
that a clause had been included restricting 
dividend rates to those paid for the pre- 
vious accounting period, and consequently 
the final dividends now recommended must 
necessarily be at the rates of 24% and 
24% respectively. 

Ayr Gas Company.—Mr. J. H. D. 
Murdoch, presiding at the annual meet- 
ing, referred to the retirement of Mr. 
Thomas W. Harper, who had served the 
company as manager for 29 years and 
built up the present fine position of the 
Company. Gas manufactured amounted 
to 188,780,000 cu.ft, a record in the 
history of the Company, representing an 
increase of 7.04% on the previous year’s 
figures. Average price of coal delivered 
to the works was 5ls. 7d. per ton, as 
against 48s. 5d., an increase of 3s. 4d. per 
ton, so that it became necessary to revise 
the price of gas by 24d. per 1,000 cu.ft. on 
Feb. 1. Coke and tar values brought in 
a high figure, realizing £15,561, being 
£2,460 over last year. New mains were 
laid in the area at a cost of £6,957, while 
238 faulty meters were replaced with new 
ones, 52 new meters issued to consumers, 
and 171 appliances sold and fitted. 


Wellington (New Zealand) Gas Com- 
pany.—The net profit for the year ended 
Dec. 31 was £20,932, and after payment of 
interim dividend of 3% on the Ordinary 
shares, the year’s dividend on the Prefer- 
ence shares, and providing for taxation, 
depreciation of plant, buildings, and 
machinery, the balance to the credit of the 
profit and loss appropriation account was 
£23,360. A final dividend of 3%, making 
6% for the year, leaves a balance of 
£14,996, against £14,703 brought in. Pre- 
siding at the annual meetnig, Dr. C. 
Prendergast Knight said that insufficient 
supplies and unsuitable quality of the coal 
available were still a matter of anxiety, 
and it had been impossible to build up 
any reserve stocks. Several times during 
last winter shortage of coal made restric- 
tions in the gas supply unavoidable, but 
the position was much better than in 1946. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


No. 20 in the series Rope Talks, the bright 
and attractive publication of British Ropes, 
Ltd., maintains the usual high standard of 
production. The articles, which embrace 
a variety of subjects, are concerned with 
aerial tramways, typewriters, Buckler’s Head 
in the New Forest, tin mining in Malaya, 
football, nylon, and yacht racing. The 
illustrations are excellent. 


GAS STOCKS AND SHARES 


Stock markets re-opened cheerfully on 
Whitsun Tuesday, the last day of a three- 
weeks account. Although there was no 
big expansion of business, the turnove: 
was rather larger than might have been 
expected for the first day after the holiday. 
British funds and leading industrial shares 
rose with the continuation of small invest- 
ment buying and re-investment of money 
from the repayment of the last batch of 
Argentine railway debentures. The tone 
of the speeches at the Labour Party con- 
ference at Scarborough also _ influenced 
market conditions, particularly Mr. 
Morrison’s hint of a modification of the 
Government’s policy in regard to State 
control. A new account opened promis- 
ingly on Wednesday, and while business 
did not increase to any marked extent there 
was a continued slight all round advance 
in values. Towards the end of the week 
business became quieter, but the under- 
_ in all departments remained very 

rm. 


Conditions were steady throughout the 
gas stock market with a drop in the daily 
average of dealings on the London Stock 
Exchange from 76 to 66. Apart from ex- 
dividend quotations prices remained prac- 
tically unaltered. A notice posted in the 
Stock Exchange on Thursday drew atten- 
tion to the fact that under Section 24 (5) 
and (6) of the Gas Bill, compensation 
prices might vary where, since Dec. 31. 
1945, new issues or further issues of exist- 
ing stocks had been made. Members were 
therefore advised to try to ascertain the 
true position before dealing. The Sections 
provide that where a new class of securi- 
ties has been issued since Oct. 25, 1945, or 
on terms approved by the Minister of Fuel 
and Power. since the beginning of 1946. 
the value shall be the issue price; but if 
the securities have been re-sold by the 
allottee the value will be the average price 
obtained by the undertaking concerned fo: 
securities of that class. 


The week’s rises and falls were 
follows :— 


OFFICIAL LIST 
95 — 100 
Pref. ..., 96 — 101 


Croydon, 4 p.c. irred. pref. 
Gas Light & Coke, 33 p.c. 


Hastings & St. L., 5 p.c..std. 

(xd. May 19) ...) 

Imperial Continental, Capital 

(xd. May 19) 

Primitiva Holdings Ltd., ord. | 13/ — 15/ 
Tunbridge Wells, 4 p.c. 

Sliding Scale (xd. May 19) ...) 122 — 127 

Uxbridge, &c., 5 p.c. Pref. 
xd. May 19) ..| 107 — 112 
Watford & St. Albans, 5 p.c. pref.) 106 — II! 


97 — 102 
...| 122 — 127 
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GREENHEAD WORKS. " 
GLASGOW, S.E. | 


and at 
LONDON * BRISTOL * BIRMINGHAM 
MANCHESTER « DUNDEE - LEEDS 
NEWCASTLE - BELFAST - DUBLIN 
U.S.A, WORKS - - - PASSAIC 





Copies now available . 


Manufacturers of :- 
« DICK’S ORIGINAL” BALATA Belts 


For all general purpose drives 


* DIXEL” VEE ROPES 
Made endless or open for drives up to 
3 000 H.P. 


“DIXIT” Belting 


Acid and Heat Resistant 


“ RUBERIX” BELTING 
Solid Woven from “ Filastic” yarn 
Vulcanised 


*DIXADD” BELTING 


Combination Belt giving extra power 


“ DICKROPE ” 
RUBBER, MOULDED, ENDLESS 


Catalogues and Price Lists on application 





. Invaluable to Students 


GAS DISTRIBUTION ENGINEERING 


The Principles for Students 
by R. N. Le Fevre, M.Inst.Gas E., A.M.I.Mech.E. 


This book is an introduction to the subject of gas distribution practice, and, 
as such, deals with the general principles involved in conveying town gas 
from the gas works where tt is made to the point of entry to the premises 
where it 1s consumed. It makes no pretence to be a complete treatise on 
the subject. It is a book primarily for students and has as its main 
objective the presentation of the essential facts in a simple manner. 


Extract from the review appearing in 
** GAS JOURNAL,’’ April 21, 1948 

*. ,. In his preface the author says that his main objective 
has been to present the essential facts in a simple manner and in 
the first volume to cover the examination requirements of the 
Institution of Gas Engineers up to Ordinary Grade standards. 

Mr. Le Fevre has undoubtedly achieved the main objects 
of his task. The book presents in simple but comprehensive 
form a complete introduction to the study of gas distributing 
practice, and while in the main it may be considered as a student’s 
i od 


text book, it will undoubtedly find its place in most distributing 
engineers’ libraries. 

The range of the book is most comprehensive. . . . 
. » + The book is liberally illustrated with photographs of 
plant and equipment and, more particularly, line and detailed 
sketches which should prove invaluable to the student studying 
tor the examinations of the Institution of Gas Engineers (Supply) 
Course. It will undoubtedly prove a great boon to both lecturer 
and student and fill a gap which exists in the present limited 
range of text books available in the gas industry.” 


Demy 8vo. Over 300 pages with 265 illustrations. Price 22/6d. post free 


WALTER KING, LTD., 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. 
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A Section of- 


WILLEY & Co’s WORKS 


® ’ \ 
aA WS * 
Marea Y 

4 


s . \ , 
a 
ww we 8 


Any 
Capacity 


Required 


Specializing in 


INDUSTRIAL METER CONSTRUCTION 


WILLEY & CO. LTD., EXETER 


"PHONE: EXETER 4064-5 





May 26 1948 


No-tt-doesnt 
actually speak! 


‘RONEODEX’ 
CONSUMERS’ 


RECORDS 


A service call is 
due here 


This is a hire- 
purchase account 


A water- 
heater is 
in use here 


industrial 
premises 


In place of a multitude of pages in difficult-to-get-at 
books, Roneodex automatically sorts out the facts 
you want to know and signals them at a glance. No 
matter how complicated or diverse your recording 
problems are, Roneo can provide all the answers 


with Visible Records. 
IT’S A LONG QUEUE THAT HAS NO TURNING! 


Because Roneo equipment is much in demand, both 
abroad and at home there is a long waiting list. 
Forward-looking businesses will plan ahead! 


cal n TONS 


RONEO LTD., 17 SOUTHAMPTON ROW, LONDON, W.C.1. Tei: HOL. 7622 
Works: Romford. Essex - ranches throughout the country 


T.B.W 
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CRANE 


LTto 


COMPRESSORS 
& EXHAUSTERS 


See our Advertisement Next Week. 


FOR AIR 
AND GAS. 


REAVELL « co. trp. IPSWICH. 


Contractors for 


GAS DISTRIBUTION 


*Phone : TIPTON 216! ’Grams ‘‘ PIPELINES,” TIPTON 


CASES FOR BINDING 


Quarterly Volumes of the ‘Gas Journal.” 


3s. 6d. each, post free. 


Walter King, Ltd., 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, L ondon, E.C.4 


CALORIFIERS 


for 


HOT WATER 
SUPPLIES 


HOLDEN & BROOKE, LTD. 
MANCHESTER, 12 


66, VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W.1 
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PUBLISHERS’ NOTICE. 


GAS JOURNAL. (Weekly. 
Subscription Rates : Home and Empire :- 45/- per annum; Foreign :- 52/- per annum. (Both payable in advance.) A copy of the 
‘Gas Journal” Calendar & Directory is presented each year to continuous subscribers. 
Classified Advertisements: All small classified advertisements are charged at I/- per line (approx. 8 words) — minimum charge 5/-. 
mes ome A Box Number address occupies 2 lines, and a further 6d. is charged towards cost of postage on replies. 
‘give , ) or ANS BAT Ree GAS SERVICE. ( Monthly.) 
Annual subscription Rate :- 6/- (payable in advance). Classified Advertisement charges as for ‘‘Gas Journal.” 


++ eevee OIYP ar 4 
The Record of the British Junior Gas Associations. ( Monthly.) 
Annual Subscription :- 12/- (payable in advance). Classified Advertisements not accepted. 


WALTER KING, LTD., Il, BOLT COURT, FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.4. 
Telephone : CENtral 2236-7. 


=~ 


Telegrams : Gasking, Fleet, London. 


“K LEENOFF”|)  —— Pairs | BUFFALO INJECTOR 


AYNE & FLOOD, LTD., 182, Oldham Road, , (British made) CLASS A 
THE COOKER CLEANER P Manchester, 4, Phone Eek 1395, © in tion = 


to undertake I etzam Hot or Cold Water 
Tins for Sale to Consumers. in Bulk for Works Use.) RET IIRS» or ond. oan ee and long lifts 
OXIDE OF IRON. 


work Erected and Dismantled. Expert advice available. 
BALE & CHURCH, LTD.|| BOG ORES 


33, ST. MARY AT HILL, LONDON, E.C.3. 


aay es : Telegrams : 
Mansion House 1156. “ Balefire, London.” 3 R | Ss H 


LZ 
OVERFLOW 


PLANT, &c. BELGIAN and DUTCH — es ee 


aia al LONDON, E.8. 
OBERT DEMPSTER & SONS 
Rip. ELLAND, Bullders of CARBONIZING HARRISONS (LONDON) LTD __PATENTS 
PLANTE. boc Horuona cod Verwt, Yameell oo seer od * || MEWBURN, ELLIS & co. 
cturers © » PURIFIER = d 
HOLDERS, &c., also every description of COAL ’ MARK NE, LONDON, E.C.3 Cc HARTERED PATENT AGENTS 
and COKE HANDLING PLANT. __ Telegrams: : AND_ TRADE MARK AGENTS 


Telegrams Telephone 
«Dempster, Elland.” Telephone : Elland| “‘BIRCHROOK, LONDON.” WOVal $120. |! relecrane om Poca eee i Stisen 0437 
2241, 2242 and 2243. And 3, St, Nicholas Buildings, Newcastle-on-Tyne 
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OXIDE 


BEST QUALITY DUTCH BOG ORE 
SPECIALLY woe ay OXIDE OF 


which has stood the test of 70 years and 
rapidly absorbs 60% Sulphur (wet basis). 


Send your enquiries to 


CAS PURIFICATION & CHEMICAL 
COMPANY LIMITED 


ESTABLISHED 1873 


PALMERSTON HOUSE, 34, OLD BROAD STREET, 
LONDON, E.C. 2. 
Telegrams : 


sit PLASTIC PRE 
BUILDING ¢ REPAIRING thy 
FIREBRICK WORK ET 





Telephone: 
London Wall 5077 






























WANT ED. One 12in. by 36in. CONNERSVILL: 





E "TENDERS are invited for the su 
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COMPANY NOTICE | 


THE GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY 


3% CONSOLIDATED DEBENTURE STOCK. 
44% REDEEMABLE DEBENTURE STOCK. 
5% REDEEMABLE DEBENTURE STOCK. 
NOTICE is hereby given that the TRANSFER 
BOOKS of this COMPANY, so far as they 
relate tot he above mentioned DEBENT URE STOCKS, 
will be closed at 4 p.m. on the Ist June, 1948, for the 
half-year ending on the 30th June, 1948, and will be 
re-opened on the morning of the 2nd June, 1948. 





By Order, 
: Brian Woop, 
Chief Office, Seci etary. 
30, Kensington Church Street, W.8. 
3rd May, 1948. 





CONTRACTS OPEN _ 


BOROUGH OF COLWYN BAY 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 
ENDERS are invited for the CLEANING AND 
PAINTING of No. 3 GASHOLDER at the 


Corporation Gas-works. : 
Specification may be obtained from the Gas En- 
gineer and Manager, Gas Offices, Colwyn Bay. 
Tenders should be sent, in plain sealed envelopes, 
endorsed “ Painting,” to reach the undersigned not 


later than June 19, 1948. 
HarOLD E. BRAITHWAITE, 
Town Hall, 


Town Clerk. 
Colwyn Bay. 


COCKERMOUTH URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 





ly, delive 


and erection of a TWO-LIFT SPIRAL GUIDE 


METER, with 16 in. connexions, valves and GasHOLDER, having a capacity of 250,000 cu.ft. 


by-Pass. 


E. HARDIKER, 
Gas-works, Engineer and Manager. 
Rabone Lane, 
Smethwick, 40. 





WANT: ED. Fan- GAS BOOSTER for 
electric-drive with or without motor and starter. 
Capacity approximately 60,000 cu.ft. per hour against 
6” pressure rise. 
articulars to the SEVERN VALLEY GAS CORPORATION, 
Lrp., The Gas-works, Cheltenham. 


PHONE 98 STAINES. 


FOR SALE. Six ENCLOSED RECTANGULAR 

TANKS, 12 ft. by 6 ft. by 6 ft. Two 2,000 g.p.h. 
vertical boiler FEED PUMPS. Steam-driven COM- 
PRESSOR, 165 cu.ft. at 80 lb. LANCASHIRE 
BOILER, 28 ft. by 8 ft., 150 lb. 30 h.p. BRUSH 
ELECTRIC MOTOR, 415/3/50, 720 revs. 50 h.p. 
Bellis H.S. enclosed STEAM ENGINE. 7 h.p. 
Crossley GAS ENGINES. Harry H. GARDAM & 
Co., Lrp., Staines. 


FOR SALE 
TABULAR LIQUOR PREHEATER. 
TAYLOR’S SATURATOR. 
BROADBENT CENTRIFRUGE AND STEAM 
ENGINE. 
DRIER, ELEVATOR AND CRUSHER. 


For BENZOLE PLANT, capacity 660 gall. per diem. 
STILL 





OIL HEATER (STEAM). 
FRACTIONATING COLUMN RING PACKED, 
WITH DEPLEGMATOR ATTACHED. 
BENZOLE CONDENSER AND SEPERATOR. 
NAPHTHA COOLER AND SEPERATOR. 

» Enquiries to WORKS MANAGER, Gas-works. Chelten- 

am. 





TANKS FOR SALE 


PETROL STORAGE. 

Fifty off 20 ft. by 7 ft. 
CLOSED CYLINDRICAL. 

One off 30 ft. by 8 ft. Five off 28 ft. by 7 ft. 6 in. 
Six off 18 ft. by 9 ft. One off 20 ft. by 8 ft. One 
off 37 ft. by 5 ft. 

OPEN CYLINDRICAL. 

One off 10 ft. by 8 ft. 
CLOSED RECTANGULAR, 

One off 25 ft. by 9 ft. 6in. by 5 ft. Five off 14 ft. 6in. 
by 7 ft. by 9 ft. Two off 9 ft. by 8 ft. by 3 ft. One 
off 6 ft. by 6 ft. by 2 ft. 6in. One off 6 ft. by 3 ft. 9 in. 


by 2 ft. 6 in. One off 6 ft. by 3 ft. by 3 ft. One off 
; ~ on by 3 ft. by 3 ft. One off 6 ft. 6 in. by 2 ft. 
y t. 


OPEN RECTANGULAR. 

One off 16 ft. by 6 ft. by 4 ft. Five off 5 ft. by 5 ft. 
by 7ft. Twenty off 6 ft. 6 in. by 4 ft. 2 in, by 4 ft. 7 in. 
One off 6 ft. 6 in. by 4 ft. 6in, by 3 ft. 9in. One off 
5 ft. by 5 ft. by 4ft. One off 6 ft. by 3 ft. by 1 ft. 6 in, 
LORRY MOUNTING TANKERS. 

Two off eight-compartment, 20 ft. by 8 ft. by 5 ft. 2 in. 

One off three-compartment, 8 ft. 9 in. by 4 ft. 3 in. by 
3 ft. 4 in. 

James N. 
Works, Coatbridge, 
1121 6 lines), 


CONNELL, LtD,, Phoenix and Clifton 
Scotland. Phone: Coatbridge 


—_——_— eee 





and prepared for the addition of a third lift, complete 
with foundations. 

Copies of specification, conditions of contract and 
tender form can be obtained from the Gas Engineer, 
Gasworks, Cockermouth. 

Tenders, enclosed in plain sealed envelopes endorsed 
“ Gasholder,” should be forwarded to the undersigned 
to be received not later than Monday July 5, 1948. 

The Council do not bind themselves to accept the 


lowest or any tender. 


E. JENNINGS, : 
Town Hall, Clerk of the Council. 
Cockermouth, 
Cumberland 





CORPORATION OF LIMERICK 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 


TENDERS are invited for the supply, delivery 
and erection of the following apparatus at the 
Gas-works, Dock Road, Limerick :— 
14 million cu.ft. per diem CONDENSER. 
14 million cu.ft. per diem LIVESEY WASHER. 
1} million cu.ft. per diem STATIC WASHER. 
3 million cu.ft. per diem ELECTROSTATIC 
DETARRER. 4 fe 
Full particulars, together with bay and specifications, 
may be had on application to the City Gas Engineer, 
Gas-works, Dock Road, Limerick. 
Tenders to be submitted in plain envelopes marked 
“ Tenders for Ancillary Plant” and addressed to the 
Mayor or Presiding Chairman, Limerick City Council, 
soas to reach my office not later than 5 p.m. on Thursday, 
June 24, 1948. i 
The lowest  # any tender not necessarily accepted. 


MACKEN, 
Town Hall, City Manager and Town Clerk, 
Limerick. 


COUNTY BOROUGH OF ST. HELENS 


(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 


TENDERS are invited for the supply, delivery 

and erection at the Corporation’s Gas-works, 

St. Helens, of the following plant :— ’ 

(a) An OVERHEAD PURIFIER INSTALLATION, 
capacity 4,000,000 cu.ft. per day, with 30 in. dia- 
meter valves and connexions, and ferro concrete 
foundations. 

(6) Two STATIC AMMONIA WASHERS, each 
with a capacity of 4,000,000 cu.ft. per day, with 
30 in. diameter valves and connexions. 

(ec An ELECTROSTATIC DETARRER, capacity 
4,000,000 cu.ft. per day. é 

Full particulars, specification, conditions of contract, 
and form of tender can be obtained from : R. L. Greaves 

M.Inst.Gas E., Engineer and General Manager, 

Gas-works, Warrington New Road, St. Helens, Lancs. 

No tender will be received unless addressed to the 
undersigned in a sealed official envelope supplied by the 

oo and delivered not later than June 30, 1948. 

The Corporation do not bind themselves to accept 
the lowest or any tender. 


Town Hail, 
St. Helens, 
Lancs. 
May, 1948. 





W. H. Po..itt, 
Town Clerk. 
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APPOINTMENTS VACANT 


None of the vacancies in these columns relates to 
a man between the ages of 18 and 50, inclusive, or a 
woman between the ages of 18 and 40, inclusive, unless 
he or she is Gueependivoun the provisions of the Control 
of Engagement Order, 1947, or the vacancy is for 
rel excepted from the provisions of that 








JRREPRESENTATIVES required already calling 
on Gas Undertakings to represent a firm with 
new Gas Appliances already introduced. Areas 
required: London ; Midlands ; South West; West ; 
and North of England. Car is essential. To represent 
on commission basis. Reply to No. 9732, “Gas 
JouRNAL,” 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. 





SSISTANT WORKS CHEMIST required, 
with experience in gas analysis. Car driver 
Preferred. Placing on salary scale according to age 
and experience. Applications to the GENERAL GER, 
Sheffield and District Gas Company, Commercial 
Street, Sheffield, 1. 





GAS-WORKS CHEMIST. 


UALIFIED CHEMIST required. Must have 
: good experience in the control of gas- works, 
including vertical retorts, ard C.W.G. plant. Salary 
£450 per annum. Superannuation scheme in opera- 
tion. Full details of training, experience and qualifi- 
cations to be sent to W. MACNAUGHTON, Chief En- 
gineer, Wolverhampton Gas Company, Darlington, 
Street, Wolverhampton. 





LERK OF WORKS required, used to civil 
engineering, knowledge of foundations, reinforced 
concrete structures, steel-framed structures, installation 
of Po machinery, pipe lines, &c. One used to gas 
and water engineering preferred. 
Salary £9 to £9 10s. per week according to experience. 
Applications, giving full particulars of age, training 
and qualifications, with copies of two recent Testi- 
monials, to ENGINEER AND GENERAL MANAGER, The 
Bournemouth Gas and Water Company, 136, Old 
Christchurch Road, Bournemouth. 





THE LIVERPOOL GAS COMPANY 


HOME SERVICE ADVISER AND COOKERY 
DEMONSTRATOR, 


APPLICATIONS for the above position are 

invited from those holding Domestic Science 
Diplomas or _ similar qualifications. The salary 
will be within the range of £240 to £450 per annum 
according to age and experience. 

The successful applicant will be required to pass the 
usual pre-employment medical examination and, if 
below the age of 45, to contribute to the officials’ 
superannuation fund. 

Applications, accompanied by copies of not more than 
three recent Testimonials, should be addressed to the 
PERSONNEL SUPERINTENDENT, 18-26, Bold Street, 
Liverpool, 1. 

May 21, 1948. ; ; 

The above position is outside the Control of Engage- 

ments Order. 





COUNTY BOROUGH OF SMETHWICK 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 


are invited from _ suitably 
qualified persons for the position of CHIEF 
CHEMIST. 


Candidates must be fully experienced in the chemical 
control of a modern gas-works with vertical retort and 
carburetted water gas plant installations, and should be 
the holder ot a degree in chemistry or chemical 
engineering, &c. 

The salary will be in accordance with Grade V of 
the A.P.T. Division of the National Scales (£520, 
rising to £570 per annum), 


The appointment will be subject to the provisions 
of the Local Government Superannuation Act, 1937, 
and the successful candidate will be required to pass a 
medical examination. 


Applications, stating age, qualifications, present 
appointment, and experience, together with the names 
ot two persons to whom reference can be made, should 
be addressed to the Engineer and Manager, Gas Offices, 
Rabone Lane, Smethwick, not later than Friday, 
June 4, 1948. 

E. L. Twycross, 


Council House, Town Clerk. 


Smethwick, 
Staffs. 
May 21, 1948. 





(Classified advertisements continued on Supplement 6) 











Supplement 6 


APPOINTMENTS VACANT (ctd.) 


FAULDHOUSE GAS COMPANY LIMITED 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the post of 
MANAGER of the Gas-works, Fauldhouse, 
West Lothian. 

Applicants should have a thorough practical knowledge 
of gasmaking with horizontal retorts, main and service 
laying and repair, and be able to control labour. 
Commencing salary £375 per annum, plus a =| 





house, free of rent and rates, together with free fuel 
and light. : 

Applications, addressed as undernoted, to be received 
on or before Wednesday, June 2, 1948. 

GENERAL MANAGER. 

Caledonian Group of Gas Companies, 

25, Chester Street, 

Edinburgh 3. 


TOTTENHAM AND DISTRICT GAS COMPANY 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the position of 

SHIFT CARBONIZING FOREMAN at the 
Ponders End Works of the above Company. Candi- 
dates should preferably have had experience on W.D. 
I.V.C., although this is not absolutely essential, but a 
mechanical training will be an advantage. The rate 
of pay will be according to experience. 

Applications, giving full particulars of ‘qualifications 
and experience, should be sent to the PERSONNEL 
OFFICER, Tottenham and District Gas Company, 
Woodall House, 658, Lordship Lane, Wood Green, 
N. 22. 


HORNSEA GAS LIGHT AND COKE 
OMPANY, LIMITED 


mena EAST YORKS. 


(Constituent Company of the United Kingdom Gas 
Corporation, Ltd.) 


RESIDENT MANAGER. 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the position of 

RESIDENT MANAGER for the above under- 
taking at a commencing salary of £450 per annum, 
and a free house, with coal and gas is available. 

The carbonizing plant consists of four beds of hori- 
zontal retorts with Morris manual charger, and the 
annual output is approximately 40 million cu.rt. The 
administration of the undertaking is under the super- 
vision of the management of Bridlington Gas Company. 

Candidates must be experienced in the control of 
similar plant and in general administrative duties. 

Applications, stating age, experience and present 
position, with copies of three recent Testimonials, to be 
in my hands not later than Saturday, re 12, 1948. 

. HUNTER. 











Bridlington Gas Company, 
Quay Road, 
Bridlington. 
May 19, 1948. 
COUNTY BOROUGH “OF BIRKENHEAD 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 


CHIEF CHEMIST. 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the position of 

CHIEF CHEMIST at a commencing salary of 
of £450 per annum, rising by annual increments of 
£15 to £495 per annum, Grade III (Administrative 
Division of the National Salaries Scale). 

Candidates must have had a sound chemical training 
and experience on a modern gas-works, and should 
state age and give full particulars of training, experience 
and qualifications. A degree or an equivalent will be an 
advantage. 

The appointment will be subject to the provisions 
of the Corporation’s superannuation scheme and subject 
to medical examination, and will be terminated by one 
month’s notice on either side. 

Members of H.M. Forces are eligible to apply for 
the position. 

Applications, endorsed “‘ Chief Chemist,” together 
with copies of not more than three recent Testimonials, 
to be sent in to the undersigned not later than 5 p.m., 
Wednesday, June 16, 1948. 

Canvassing, directly or indirectly, will be deemed a 
disqualification. 

E. W. TAME, 


Town Hall, Town Clerk. 
Birkenhead. 
May, 1948. 
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COUNTY BOROUGH OF WARRINGTON 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 
CHIEF DRAUGHTSMAN 
ENGINEERING ASSISTANT. 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the position of 
CHIEF DRAUGHTSMAN/ENGINEERING 
ASSISTANT at the Longford Works, Warrington. 


Candidates must be capable of preparing specifications 
and drawings for gas-works plant and structures, and of 
supervising and directing construction and erection 
work carried out by the Department and by plant 
contractors. 


Salary will be in accordance with Grade IV of the 

A.P.T. Division of the National Scale of Salaries. 
£480-£525 per annum. 

Applications, stating age, experience, qualifications 
and present position, and enclosing copies of three 
recent Testimonials, should be received by the under- 
signed not later than Tuesday, June 1, 1948. 

The above appointment will be subject to three 
months’ notice dn either side, and will be subject to 
the provisions of the Local Government Superannuation 
Act, 1937, the successful candidate (if a new entrant 
to the Council’s service) being required to pass a medical 
examination. 


The canvassing of members of the Council, either 
directly or indirectly, will be a disqualification, end 
applicants must state whether to their knowledge they 
are related to any member of the Council, or any co- 
opted member of a Committee, or any officer of the 
Council. Failure to do so will disqualify or may ! 
lead to dismissal without notice. 

T. D. OLVER, 
Gas Department, Engineer and Manager. 
Mersey Street, 
Warrington. 


COUNTY BOROUGH OF ROCHDALE 
(GAs DEPARTMENT.) 
APPOINTMENT OF CLERK OF WORKS. 


APPLICATIONS are invited from qualified 

engineers for the position of CLERK OF 
WORKS. The post is not on the regular establish- 
ment of the Department and is a temporary one, but 
the services of the official are likely to be required for 
at least three years, and probably longer, 


The salary to be paid will range from £500 per 
annum to £750 per annum, according to the qualifica- 
tions of the candidate selected for the post. 


_ The duties will include the supervision of all con- 
tracts for the installation of new gas-works plant. The 
Corporation is at present completely reconstructing 
its Gas-works, and the work includes new and recon- 
structed carbonizing plant up to an ultimate capacity 
of approximately 8 million cu.ft. per day together with 
all associated coal and coke handling plant, new screen- 
ing plant, waste-heat boiler plant, new purifiers, railway 
sidings, gasholder, condensers, and other ancillary 
plant. Contracts have already been let for a large 
portion of this work. 


Preference will be given to candidates having con- 
siderable experience and training in the design, con- 
struction, and erection of gas-works plant, and holding 
one or more of the following qualifications : Chartered 
Gas Engineer, Chartered Civil Engineer, Chartered 
Structural Engineer, or a degree in engineering. 


The appointment is subject to the provisions of the 
Local Government Superannuation Act, 1937. 


Canvassing, directly or indirectly, will be a dis- 
ualification. Candidates must disclose whether to 
their knowledge they are related to any member or 
senior official of the Council. 


Applications, stating age, qualifications, training and 
experience, together with the names of two persons 
to whom reference can be made, endorsed “ Clerk of 
Works ” and addressed to the Engineer and Manager, 
Gas-works, Dane Street, Rochdale, should be forwarded 
to be received not later than Saturday, June 12, 1948. 


“3 G. F. SIMMONDS, 
Town Clerk. 


Town Hall, 
Rochdale 
May 15, 1948. 





| of the Works, the laying an 


May 26, 1948 


CITY OF MANCHESTER 
(Gas DEPARTMENT. ) 


APPOINTMENT OF TECHNICAL ASSISTAN 
BRADFORD ROAD WORKS. 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the above 

Position at a salary in accordance with A.P.T. 
Division, Grade I, of the National Scales, minimum 
£390, maximum £435 (consolidated). 


Candidates should have sound practical experience 
“ the cortroland operation of carbonizing and ancillary 
plants. 


The appointment is subject to the provisions of the 
Manchester Corporation (Superannuation) Acts, 1920. 
1946, and the successful candidate will be required to 
Pass a medical examination. 


Applications, stating age, present position, qualifica- 
tions, full details of training and experience, together 
with copies of not more than two recent Testimonials, 
endorsed “‘ Technical Assistant,”? should be forwarded 
to the Commercial Manager and Secretary, Gas Depart- 
ment, Town Hall, Manchester, 2, so as to be received 
not later than Monday, June 7, 1948. 


Puitie B. DINGLE, 
Town Clerk. 


PORTLAND URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 
GAS ENGINEER AND MANAGER. 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the above 

appointment at a salary in accordance with 

Grade IV of the National Joint Council Scales (£480 
x £15 x £15 x £15 to £525 per annum). 


The annual make is about 50 million cu.ft. and there 
are approximately 2,000 consumers. 


Candidates must be fully qualified to take control 
maintenance of mains 
and services, and the general duties of an Engineer and 
Manager. Preference will be given to Corporate 
Members of the Institution of Gas Engineers. 


The appointment will be subject to the provisions 
of the Local Government Superannuation Act, 1937, 
and the person selected will be required to pass a medical 
examination and to reside within the Urban District. 
He will also be required to devote his whole time to the 
duties of his office. The appointment will be subject 
to two calendar months’ notice on either side. 


Sepaien, endorsed “‘ Gas Manager,” stating age, 
cations and experience, accompanied by copies 
arth three recent Testimonials, to reach the undersigned 
by Tuesday, June 1, 1948. 
Canvassing, directly or indirectly, will disqualify. 


Harry WALKER, 
Clerk to the Council. 





Council Offices, 
Portland, 
Dorset. 

May 12, 1948. 


ANTED. Two CHEMISTS, Manchester dis- 
trict, preferably some experience in a coke oven 
laboratory. Salary in accordance with age and ex- 
perience. Reply to No. 9733, ‘‘Gas JouRNAL,” 
11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4, 


This advertisement is published by permission of the 
Ministry of Labour and National Service under the 
Control of Engagement Order, 1947, Serial Number 
IRLAM/8, and applies to any person other than one 
normally employed in agriculture or coal mining. 





SHIFT SUPERINTENDENT. 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the position of 

SHIFT SUPERINTENDENT with a London 
Gas Undertaking at a salary of not less than £600 per 
annum. 


A six-shift week would be operated, and applicants 
should state their age, training and experience. Address 
No. 9731, ‘‘Gas JouRNAL,” 11, Bolt Court, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C.4, 


This appointment is exempted from Control of En- 
gagement Order. 
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MIU LE IME 


LIQUOR SPRAYS WITH 
ROTATABLE SPRAY 
PIPE FOR CLEANING 
OBSERVATION WINDOWS / 
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W. C. HOLMES & CO. LTD. > HUDDERSFIELD >» LONDON - BIRMINGHAM 


€ 286 
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When pressure of Gas or Air has 
to be increased up to 5 lbs. p.s.i.. 


you can do it more economically 
and efficiently with these ‘ Keith- 
Blackman” Rotary Compressors. 


* . » . - THER of our spec. 

HE machine illustrated in this advertisement ialties for the gas 

is our Type 4 fitted with fast and 1 bel tntupery : lecinda. - Sigh 

yP¢ and loose t and low pressure gas 

pulleys and striking gear. This type is especi- injectors, burners and 


° ° . nozzles, soldering irons, 
ally suitable for compressing air or gas for brazing blow-pipes, air 


industrial purposes, such as furnace heating, and gis mixture con- 
° > . trollers, thermostat gas 
metal melting, brazing, soldering, etc. . . This controllers, laundry 


. ° ° irons, infra-red burners, 
type is made in several sizes, and there are ge bred wilt haan. 


many other types, in various sizes and for all pitas ngie and meter 
° ° ° i . - 
drives, for dealing with volumes up to 20,000 erase crag Med 


sure governors, blowers 
cubic feet per hour. and fans for ventilating, 
boosting, mechanical 


Ask for a copy of our Catalogue G 57. draught, etc. 


" KEITH- BLACKMAN” <n 


ROTARY COMPRESSORS esse a 


"PHONE. TOTTENHAM 4522 
SRAMS. KEITHBLAC, PHONE. LONDON 





: BANK ON 
S “ees | | ae ‘M & M? 
“To produce — te ’ bao. ‘7 METER 


more for Export” § f mt aes ae - Ie | LOCKS 
AY ae . aur | for 
means 


steam . . 


which does not 
necessarily mean more Coal if 


efficiently used with Turbine Patent 
Furnaces. It’s worth i igating— + 
t’s worth investigating—let us As the Bank of England 
advise you. has been a symbol of security 
7 throughout the World for 
SPECIALISTS IN HAND FIRED FORCED r generations—so is the ‘M & 
DRAUGHT EQUIPMENT M’ Meter Lock the symbol of gas meter security. Meter locks—perhaps ‘the needle 

QUI : in the haystack’ of gas industry equipment can be the guardian of profits and is there- 

fore worthy of serious consideration. The ‘M & M’ lock will resist almost any form 
of violence, will not rust and gives years of faultless service. Lever type, recognised 


as the safest type, it is a trouble-free lock worth double any cheap imitations—but 
T U R E : ® E let us quote you and send sample lock to prove our claim. 
3 H. 
ia ul Be NAC i Ss & CO. 


36 & 38 NewChariles St. 
City Road, E.0.1 


7he TURBINE FURNACE CO.LTD,**tonson, wi’? iin §6METER LOCKS 


th re: oA. year 
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WEST’S 
CAS IMPROVEMENT CO. LTD. 


Miles Platting 
MANCHESTER 10 


Telephone: COLiyburst 2961-2-3-4-5 
Telegrams: Stoker, Manchester 


London Office: 
COLUMBIA HOUSE, ALDWYCH, W.C, 
Telephone: HOLborn 4108-9 
Telegrams: Wesgasco, Estrand 
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Ne have a duty imposed upon us whith 
Was never thrown tyfon ott Pa f 


Wellington’s words. 
in 1828, when, as 
Prime Minister, he 
was commenting 
upon the previous 40 
years delay in accom- 
plishing changes long 
overdue. 
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